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Dear Friend,

Thank you for your interest in Adoptions Together. Our mission is to build healthy
families and to keep them strong.

Founded in 1990, Adoptions Together is a non-profit child placement agency, licensed in
Maryland, Washington D.C. and Virginia. We welcome every child in need of a family
regardless of race, health or special need, and are honored to have helped nearly 2,500
children join loving adoptive families.

We offer the following programs:

v Domestic Infant Adoption: We bring together birth and adoptive parents and
design personalized adoption plans to meet the needs of all involved.

v AdoptionWorks: We identify children who are waiting in State foster care for a
permanent family and match them with prospective parents. Many of the children in need
of families are African American, members of a sibling group and over the age of six.

L 4 International Adoption: We work hard to find permanent homes for infants,
toddlers and older children from Asia, Eastern Europe and Africa who are in need of a
family.

v Home Study and Post Placement: Our team of qualified professionals provides
a complete array of home study services including pre-adoption preparation, assessment
and post placement support.

L 4 Center for Adoptive Families: Our mission of bringing children and families
together is equaled only by our commitment to keep these families strong. We offer
individual and family counseling, support groups, community and professional education,
parenting seminars and summer camps.

If you are seriously considering adoption, we hope you will consider Adoptions Together.
We wish you the best on your adoption journey.

Warm regards,
Janice Goldwater, LCSW-C
Founder and Executive Director
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ADOPTIONS TOGETHER
INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION PROGRAM

We are delighted that you are considering adoption! Thank you for your interest in our International
Adoption Program.

Choosing the placement agency that will best meet your needs is one of the first important steps of your

adoption journey. Our internationa | program is staffed with compassionate, experienced professionals,

many of whom are also adoptive parents. As you read about our programs and the services and support

we provide, we hope you will choose jouseytofeal lfebmey our Ot 1

For more information, please visit our website: www.adoptionstogether.org
If you are in the area, join us for one of our monthly  Adoption Information Meetings. A schedule of these
meetings is enclo sed in this packet. No reservations are necessary and they are free of charge.

We would also be happy to talk with you individually so please call or email us.

ADOPTIONS TOGETHER PARENTAL REQUIREMENTS

Our strongest mission is to provide loving, safe and secure homes for every child. Therefore, you must
demonstrate that you are physically and emotionally able to lovingly care for a child. We work with

singles and with couples (preferably married for at least one year) regardless of race, faith, or gen der.
However, some countries do impose certain restrictio

requirements.

CHALLENGES OF INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION

We are committed to be your guides throughout the entire journey of your adoption. We work long and
hard to minimize your frustrations and risks. However, due to the capricious nature of governments,

many variables in foreign policies and procedures are out of our control. Therefore, the operative word

for families pursuing international adoption is flexibility!

This exciting and challenging  journey of a lifetime  will be eased if you keep in mind:
~ Time Frames and Fees may change abruptly due to unforeseen circumstances

~ Country requirements may change with little or no warning

~ Orphanages and m edical facilities are typically well below Western standards

~ Adopting families need to  embrace unfamiliar traditions, cultures and policies

~ And always remember: PATIENCE IS A NECESSARY VIRTUE!



http://www.adoptionstogether.org/

SUPPORT THROUGH YOUR ADOPTION JOURNEY

Our name, Adopti ons Together |, reflects our belief that the adoption journey is most successful when
traveled together.

I n addition to being your otravel gui deso6 througho
support for each adoptive family. We strongly encourage you to participate in as many educational and
support opportunities as possible.

We offer the following opportunities at no additional cost to our adoptive families:

SUPPORT DURING YOUR ADOPTION

~ Waiting Parent Support Groups & regular gatherings for  the international  program

~ ParentingClasses 0speci fic to your childés country of origin
~ Recommended Reading Materials - related to international adoption and parenting

~ International Travel Preparation Meetings 0 group or individual prior to travel

~ Documentation Preparation Support 0 personal guidance in completing the Dossier

~ Case Manager Social Worker Support 8 available for questions and assistance

~ Monthly Newsletters & with helpful information and updates to AT adoptive families

New US r ules require that families complete 10 hours of pre -adoption training, including a

seminar specifically tailored to the country from which they are adopting. We offer this training

through our Center for Adoptive Families . Families can also take this throu gh other means (e.g.
internet courses, workshops with other organizations, etc.)

SUPPORT AFTER YOUR ADOPTION: KEEPING YOUR FAMILY STRONG

THE CENTER FOR ADOPTIVE FAMILIES provides life -long support services through:

~ Parenting Seminars

~ Counseling - Individual and Groups; Adult, Child and Family
~ Adoptive Parent Support Groups

~ Adopted Children and Sibling Support Groups
“"Adopted Childrends Day Camps
~ Educational Seminars

For many of our adoptive families, the Center for Adoptive Families has bee n a cornerstone in keeping
their family strong.

WE WILL SUPPORT YOU THROUGHOUT YOUR ADOPTION JOURNEY !




THE TEN STEPS OF YOUR INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION

STEP 1 HOME STUDY If Completed by Adoptions Together: $1,450
1 Complete application and enclose the initial _installment of $450 ($200 additional
supplement if Hague country)
Our Social Worker will meet with you to explain the process
In the first meeting with your social worker, subm it the signed Home Study Agreement
You will be given a list of the documents you will need to collect
Submit the documents along with final payment  of $1,000
Our Social Worker will meet with you 2 -3 times, then write your Home Study report
During home stud vy process, begin your required 10 hours of pre -adoption training

ut of State Residents: Determined by other agency
Before the home study is conducted, families should verify that they meet the basic
requirements of the country from which they wish to adopt by checking the country
requirements here http://travel.state.gov/family/adoption/country/country 369.html
Families are encouraged to discuss these requirements with their home study social
worker during the first home study visit.

9 Arrange with a Licensed Agency in your state to provide your Home Study.

=0 =A =4 =4 =8 -8 -9

9 Submit to us your approved Home Study along with a copy of the agencyods 1lic
STEP 2 REGISTRATION FOR INTE RNATIONAL PROGRAM $500
1 To register for an International Adoption, complete application
And submit it to the Baltimore office with reqgistration fee of $500
1 We will send you our International Information Book via e -mail, and an Adoption

Contr act in the mail

STEP 3 SUBMISSION OF CONTRACT (First Installment of Agency Fee) $2,600
9 Submit your signed and witnessed Adoption Contract
1 Include $2, 600: the firstinstallment  of our non -refundable agency fee
1 We will send you all of the dossier for ~ ms with detailed instructions
9 Our Family Coordinators will assist you in completing the dossier
and will ensure that your documents are accurate and in order

STEP 4 PASSPORT
1 Apply for a passport or confirm that your current passp ort
will be valid throughout your projected time of travel

STEP 5 FILE FORM | -800A if adopting from a Hague country or
FILE FORM | -600A if adopting from non -Hague country $670

91 Download form http://www.uscis.gov orcall 1-800-870-FORM to requestan | -600or| -
800 packet

1 If applying for a non -Hague adoption, submitf ee, I-600A, supporting documents and a
letter explaining that your Home Study will be forwarded upon completion

1 If applyin g for a Hague country adoption, submit fee, supporting documents,| -800 form
and a copy of your home study

Fingerprinting per person: (Fee Submitted to USCIS) $80/ each

1 Necessary for each parent and each adult over 18 years of age, living at home any part
of the year

i1 All fees are submitted to USCIS


http://travel.state.gov/family/adoption/country/country_369.html
http://www.bcis.gov/

STEP 6

STEP 7

STEP 8

STEP 9

STEP 10

All Fees are paid directly to Adoptions Together unless otherwise noted. With

SUBMISSION OF DOSSIER  (Second Installment of Agency Fee) $4000

1 Submit your completed dossier
1 Include $ 4,000: final payment of our non -refundable agency fee
1 We will have your dossier translated and se nt to the
appropriate foreign officials
CHILD REFERRAL / PROGRAM FEE Fee Varies per Country
1 When we have identified a child for you, we will provide
pictures, medical reports and videos whenever possible
1 Ifrequested, we will provide alternative referrals as promptly
as possible
1 To accept a referral, sign and submit an Acceptance Form
i Include payment of the designated portion of the Program Fee
1 Each country program defines the amount and schedule of
payment for the Program Fee
TRAVEL
1 The number of trips, length, and travel time frames vary by country
1 We will notify you of your travel dates
1 We will assist you in making your travel plans

ARRIVAL IN COUNTRY

1 We will be with you every step of the way!
1 You will be met atth e in-country airport
1 You will be escorted (with an interpreter) throughout

your stay in the country
1 In some countries the adoption is finalized before you travel
1 In most countries, travel is required to finalize the adoption
T Upon obtaining ywvsa youmdyi drirdg§oar cltul GHOME!
POST-ADOPTION SERVICES $350 per report
1 Post-placement reports are required  by:

USCIS, Adoptions Together and by each Host Country
1 We provide post -adoption services for Maryland, DC, & VA residents
1 Your ho me study agency will provide your post -adoption services
9 The number of post -adoption reports is determined by country
1 All post -adoption fees must be paid prior to final travel

Program Fees and travel costs, fees may be paid via credit card.

Helpful Hint:

Some of the same documents and reports (e.g. physical exam) are required for both your home study and
your International Dossier. You may wish to com plete your home study and some of your Dossier

documents simultaneously.

the exception of Country



CHINA

THE CHILDREN IN NEED OF ADOPTION

Due to the one -child policy in China and the cultural tradition of sons caring for their families, many healthy
female babies born to marrie  d couples are abandoned. Typically the infants are left in places where the police will
be certain to find them and take them to an orphanage. All children are tested for Hepatitis B, syphilis, and HIV.
Most of the children in need of adoption are girls, but twins and boys are sometimes available.

All orphaned and abandoned children are referred to a central adoption office in Beijing where they are carefully

matched with adoptive parents based upon the par ethoféechidt a
and upon the parental needs of the child. By Chinads | aw,
biological twins. Given the time it takes for the documents to be processed, referrals made, and travel dates

approved in Chin a, th e youngest babies are usually 9 to 14 months old at the time adoption is final.

PARENTAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADOPTION IN CHINA

Married couples only who are 30  -50 years of age (up to 55 years for special needs), with no more than 4 children,
and who have been married at least 2 years (5 years if either has been divorced) may adopt . We prefer no more
than a 45 year age diffe rence between the child and younger parent.

Additional restrictions include: Parents must have at least a high school educatio n; income of $10,000 per family

member; net worth of $80,000; no serious men tal or physical health history; no mental health medications; no
crimi nal behavior; no substance abus e history of less than 10 years; and a Body Mass Index under 40.

CHINA ADOPTI ON PROGRAM AND PROCEDURE

The adoption process in China is well regulated and typically very smooth. We are pleased to work with a Chin ese
family that has served as our China  Representatives for more than a decade. While one sister of the family lives
and works with us in Maryland, her brothers, sister and niece provide the in -country services to our adoptive
families.

Upon receiving your completed dossier, we send it to our China Representatives for translation and submission to
the China Center for Ado ption Affairs (CCAA). The CCAA will refer a child to you. Families currently receiving
referrals have waited almost 4 years. This waiting time  may continue to increase.

Because most children are abandoned, very little history information is provided with the referral of a child. You
will receive one or two photographs of the child, a presumed birth date and possibly the location where the
abandoned child was found. Also provided will be a developmental summary and  brief medical examination report

stating t he chil dds height and weight and the results of the b

At least one adopting parent must travel to China to finalize the adoption. Normally, you will travel with a small

group of Adoptions Together families. Depar ture dates are approximately 5 to 7 weeks after acceptance of a
referral and the typical in  -country stay is 14 -16 days. Youwilltravelto Bei jing to experience s
rich culture, and then fly to the provincial ¢ apital to finalize the adoption. You will then go to the U.S. Consulate

in Guangzhou to obtain your child's U.S. visa.

Our China Representatives arrange all of the details of your in -country travels to ensure that you are w orry free as
you meet your child.  Our China staff will meet you at the air port and they will remain with you until you bring
your child home!

New fee changes : Due to the lengthening wait time for a referral, we have changed our fee structure so that the
agency fee is paid in a series of installments while you wait.



China Waiting Child Program

Adoptions Together has been approved to recruit families to adopt Waiting Children. The

China Center for Adoption Affairs (CCAA) maintains an on -line list of children who have
medical needs and/or who are older than the children in the regular progr am. Only approved
agencies can access this list. Children are added to the list about once or twice per month. The
youngest children with the mildest special needs are matched with a prospective adoptive

family very quickly. Some of the medical special needs we have seen include: hearing
problems, Hepatitis B+, limb deformities, cleft lip/palate, and misshapen ears, among many
others .

Prospective adoptive families  will need to complete a home study approving them to adopt a

child with sp ecials needs. Families will then submit a dossier to CCAA . Once a dossier has
been submitted to CCAA, Adoptions Together can then locate a child on the Special Needs List.
Families should also submit the China Waiting Child Program Application and Prefere nce
Checklist, indicating their preferences for a child and giving permission for a child to be

0l ockedd on their behalf. We recommend that pros
conditions in advance, and be ready to quickly contact specialty cl inics and international
adoption doctors when a child is identified. We also recommend that prospective families

check their health insurance in advance to determine if the insurance will provide coverage for

the childdés medi cal c¢ o magyithatmayrbe reeded. f Tive parantay t her
requirements are the same  as for the Non Special Needs program , except the maximum age of
the parents is age 55.

When Adoptions Together locates a child on the list that matches your preferencesandfo r
which you have been approved,w e can o0l ockdé the childés file on
send you information about the child for you to review with physicians. You would have 72

hours to make a written commitment to the child. You would have a 2 week period before

maki ng a formal application to adopt the child.

file once for 72 hours. If a family chooses not to proceed, the child is returned to the shared
list.

The adoption of a waiting child in China happens much more quickly than the regular
adoption program. The fees are the same in both processes.



CHINA PROGRAM COSTS

Service Cost
Application Fee $500
Agency Feepaid ininstallments $6,600
Home study by Adoptions Togetheid in 2 installments $1,&0
Training(10 hours required for international adoption $400
USCIS cas $670
usasfingerprints ($80/adult) $160
Translation Costs for Dossier $500
Dossier Certifications (average) $832

$1/county; $5/state;$EBc for Chinese eml&. State Dept

Dossier registration in China $1650
Advanced-oreign Program Fé&&

(paid with dossier submission $1000
Balance of Foreign Source Fpa@l on acceptance of referr: $9837
Chinavisa ($150 each) $300
Home study update $250
Visa for child $4®
Visa medical exam for child $75
Post Adoption Reports ($350/report) $1,050
Report Translations $210
Approximate Total $25000

**Eoreign Fee includes $51Phanage donation, $2060documents in the
province,$100 donation to Tomorrow Plan, escort fee in country, and wiring

Travel expenses not included.



KOREA

Adoptions Together is pleased to be a network agency with Spence -Chapin. This program is only
available to families residing in Maryland, th e District of Columbia and Virginia. Our agency provides
the home study, training, post placement services and assistance with the adoption process for the
placement of a child from Korea. The placement of the child will be done through Spence -Chapin -
Spence-Chapin is a nonprofit agency in New York City t
Society (SWS) since 1975 .

THE CHILDREN IN NEED OF ADOPTION

Children available for adoption in Korea are basically healthy infants of at least 5 months in age. The
children may have minor medical concerns such as mild pre -maturity or complications at the time of
birth. Babies are on average between 8 to 12 months of age at the time of arrival in the U.S. Most of the
babies come from a background in which there has b een cigarette smoking and/or weekend social
drinking (alcohol) during the pregnancy. Babies with special medical needs are also available. Adoptive
couples must be open to accepting a child of either gender. The great majority of children placed are
boys.

The children are cared for in a small nursery during their first weeks of life, and then live with loving
foster families. The children are given routine medical examinations. Reliable medical information is
available to prospective adoptive parents.

PARENTAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADOPTION IN KOREA

This program is available to couples that have been married at least three years, with no more than 4

children prior to the adoption. At least one parent must be a U.S. citizen. Both parents must be high

school graduates. Both parents must be in excellent physical, mental and emotional health with a body
mass index no greater than 30 . At the time of application, both prospective adoptive parents must be 43
years of age or under.  Parents must be between 25 and 45 years of age at the time their child comes
home from Korea. Husbands can be no more than 10 years older than their wives. Wives can be no

more than 6 years older than their husbands.

KOREA ADOPTION PROGRAM AND PROCEDURE

Koreads Soci al WBWSY is aneexcéptionailyewtelly -respected agency that has placed over
2,500 children with adoptive families in the United States. SWS is the oldest international adoption

agency in Korea, established in 1954 to find adoptive families for children orphaned b y the Korean War.
SWS is dedicated to finding loving adoptive families for children both in Korea and internationally.

Once your home study and dossier documents are complete, the dossier will be sent to Spence -Chapin.
Spence-Chapin will send the dossier to SWS. The current wait  for the referral of a child is up to 10
months on average from the date the dossier is sent to SWS. The referral information will include a
comprehensive medical report and photos of the child.

The current time period after ref  erral until the child can be brought to the U.S. is 3 to 5 months. The

wait for referral and for travel may be | onger depen
policies.

At least one parent must travel to bring the child home. Y ou will hav e an opportunity to meet the foster
family and |l earn about your babyds Korean heritage.

working days.

The adoption is finalized in the USA about one year after placement. Spence -Chapin holds legal custody

oft he child from the day the child arrives in the USH#
legal adoption. Three post placement reports and photographs are sent to SWS. Our agency will provide

guidance in finalizing the adoption in the US.
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Korea Program Costs

Service Cost
Application Fee $500
Application to Spengéhapin $300
Home study by Adoptions Together $1460
(paid in 2 installments)
Training(10 hours required for international adoption) $400
USCIS cds $670
USCISfingerprintgsso/adult) $160
AT agency fee $2000
Spence Chapin Professional services fee $4000
Spence Chapin dossier preparation fee $500
Foreign Program Fee $16,540
Visa for child $400
Post Adoption Report$3sorreport) $1,09
Approximate Total $28,000

Travel expenses not included
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RUSSIA

We received our permanent accreditation renewal on December 14, 2007

THE CHILDREN IN NEED OF ADOPTION

Boys and girls from about 12 months of age, toddlers, older childr en and sibling groups are in need of adoption.

As with most children who have lived in an orphanage for a period of time, some of the children may have
developmental delays. Many of these delays are rapidly overcome once a child is placed in a loving, atte ntive and
secure family.

Most of the children we place are physically healthy. Some of the children, however, are born to mothers who

received very little prenatal care and who may have smoked or consumed alcohol during pregnancy. Our
Representative makes every attempt to obtain as much medical and social information on the child as possible. All

of this information will be presented to you - recognizing that the reports may not be accurate or complete. It is

common for medical reports to contain diagnoses of physical, hereditary or developmental problems. Although

some of these diagnoses may be accurat e, many are unsubste
examination in America. For those parents adopting a child with known severe medical needs, we will
significantly reduce the adoption fees.

PARENTAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADOPTION IN RUSSIA

Married couples and single women (with some restrictions) may adopt. A woman applying to adopt as a single
parent may adopt one child. We prefernomo r e t han 45 years difference between
younger adopting parent.  Childless families need to be open to accepting a child of either gender.

RUSSIA ADOPTION PROGRAM AND PROCEDURE

We have worked with the same wonderful represen tatives in Russia for over a decade. The majority of children
placed through our program are thriving in their new homes. Current adoption regulations in Russia require the

family to make two or three trips.

Once your dossier is complete, we will guide you through the process of referral. Whenever possible, we provide
photographs and medical reports of the child you will be traveling to meet.

The timing of your referral will depend on the age and gender of the child that you request. Typically, you will

travel within 1 to 2 months after accepting a referral. On the first trip, you will be able to meet, hold and play

with your child to be certain that you do wish to proceed with the adoption. To help you make your decision, we

also provide a list of US p hysicians with expertise in international children. These physicians are able to view
videos and medical reports to give an assessment of +i5hdays,c h
you will return to the US. Some regions have longer s tays.

Your second trip to Russia will take place approximately 2 to 3 months after your first. Both parents must travel
to attend the court hearing and to complete the adoption. A 10 -day appeal period is routinely scheduled to follow
the court hearing. Yo u may choose an extended trip or return home and complete the adoption ina 3 rd trip.

We will assist with arranging for your housing and meals while you are in country. You may stay in a hotel, or in

some circumstances you may stay in the home of a Russia n host family. Our Representatives will meet your plane
and they will assist you throughout the adoption process. They will be with you the entire time you are in Russia

and will escort you to the airport when you are ready to bring your child home!

Upon compl eti on of your adoption, you wi ||l register you chi
addition, you will complete the post -placement reports required by the Russian federation and by our agency.

12



Russia Program Costs

Service Cod
Application Fee $500
Agency Fegaid in 2 installments $6,600
il;gglrseﬁttsudy by Adoptions Togeth&s in 2 $1.60
Training(10 hours required for international adoption) $200
USCIS cas $670
USCISfingerprints ($80/adult) $160
Translation Costs for Dossier $2,000
Dossier Certifications (average) $345

Foreign Program Fee

International Wiring fee

Home study Update

Visa for child

Visa medical ewafor child

Post Adoption Reports ($350/report)

Approximate T otal

Travel expenses not included

$155000 17,500
(depending on region)

$50
$250
$40©
$100
$1,750

$30,000
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AZERBAIJAN

ON HOLD - New international adoption procedures went into effect  in 2008 that require adoption
agencies to be accr edited in Azerbaijan. Our agency has applied for accreditation in Azerbaijan. Once
accreditation is issued, we will re -open this program.

THE CHILDREN IN NEED OF ADOPTION

Children of all ages are in need of adoption. The population in Azerbaijan is predo minately Muslim and therefore,
the risk of prenatal alcohol exposure is reduced.

As with many children living in an orphanage, some of the children may have mild forms of developmental delays.
Many of these delays are rapidly overcome once a child is pla ced in a loving, attentive and secure family.

PARENTAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADOPTION IN AZERBAIJAN

Couples and single women may adopt. We prefer no more than a 45 -year difference between
the age of the younger adopting parent. Childless families need to be open to accepting a child of either gender.

AZERBAIJAN ADOPTION PROGRAM AND PROCEDURE

International adoptions from Azerbaijan began in 2000. Azerbaijan is a small country with a limited number of
children eligible for international a doption. We are pleased and honored to work with Ali Ali -zadeh, an attorney
who has served as Adoptions Togetherds representative in A

Adoptions from Azerbaijan were on hold for several years while new adoption regulations were being drafted and
approved by the government. New adoption procedures were recently implemented. Adoptions from Azerbaijan will

now be in accordance with the Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption. Our agency has applied for
accreditation in Azerbaijan. On  ce accreditation has been issued, adoptions will resume. However whenever new
adoption laws are implemented, there can be delays or an unpredictable time frame.

In order to adopt a child from Azerbaijan, you will need to complete a home study and a doss ier for Azerbaijan.
Your dossier will be translated and submitted to the Azerbaijan Consulate in Washington, DC. It will then be sent
to Baku for submission to the officials.

Our Representative will work with the local officials to identify a child to be referred to you. He will obtain as much
medical and social information about the child as possible. When a child is identified for you, you will receive a
referral with photographs, videotape and a brief medical report on the child.

It is important to note that the medical reports commonly contain a diagnosis of a physical, hereditary or
developmental problem. Although some of these diagnoses may be accurate, many diagnoses are unsubstantiated
by U. S. physicians upon the chAméridabs medi c al examination in

When you have accepted the referral of a child, a court date will be set. Both parents must travel to attend the
court hearing. This first trip is typically 2 to 3 days in country to meet your child and to appear in court. You will
be met at the airport and escorted throughout your stay in Azerbaijan.

Following the initial court hearing, there is a 30 -day waiting period before the adoption decree will be issued.
Adopting families usually return home to the U.S. until the 30 days have passed.

Both parents must travel to finalize the adoption 0 typically a stay of 7 days in Baku to complete the remainder of
the paperwork. Your child will stay with you during this period. Once the adoption is finalized, you will fly with
your child torDbli fiosi 2 @ays to obtain vy dungyowerbhildhdnies vi s a.

Following the adoption, you will complete the post placement reports required by Azerbaijan and by our agency.

The reports will be due 2 months, 6 months, 12 months, 18 mo nths, 24 months, 30 months, and 36 months
following the adoption.

14



Azerbaijan Program Costs

Service

Cost

Application Fee

Agency Fegaid in 2 installments

Home study by Adoptions Togetheit in 2

installments

Training(10 hours required for international adoptio
USCIS cost

USCISfingerprints ($80/adult)

Translation Costs for Dossier

Dossier Certifications (average)

Foreign Program Fee

Home study Updaig nesded)

Visa for child

Visa medical exam for child

Post Adoption Reports ($350/report)
Report Translations/Post Court Paperwork

Approximate T otal

Travel expenses not included.

$500

$6,600

$1,60
$400
$60
$1®
$2,500
$210
$14,000
$250
$0
$100
$2,100
$1,400

$31,000
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MOLDOVA

Adoptions Together is pleased to be a network agency with Spence -Chapin. This program is only
available to families residing in Maryland, the District of Columbia and Virginia. Our agency provides

the home study, training, post placement services and as sistance with the adoption process for the
placement of a child from Moldova. The placement of the child will be done through Spence -Chapin.
Spence-Chapin is a nonprofit agency in New York City that has been placing children from Moldova

since 1994, in col laboration with Fundatia Andrea.

THE CHILDREN IN NEED OF ADOPTION

Children available for adoption in Moldova range in age from 2 years at referral to adolescence. Most of
the children placed from Moldova have been between the ages of 2 to 4 years. Both boys and girls are
available. Families should expect the developmental delays and medical risks that are typical of
children adopted internationally who have been in orphanages. The children are primarily of Roma,
Moldovan or Russian heritage.

PARENTAL QU ALIFICATIONS FOR ADOPTION IN MOLDOVA

This program is available to married couples and single women. Applicants should be in good mental

and physical health, and without a recent criminal record. Each parent must be under age 60 years at

the time of placem ent . Our agency prefers no more than 45 yea
the age of the younger parent.

MOLDOVA ADOPTION PROGRAM AND PROCEDURE

Once your home study and dossier documents are complete, the dossier will be sent to Spence -Chapin .
Spence-Chapin will submit the dossier to the National Adoption Committee. The current wait for the

referral of a child is estimated at one year from the date the dossier is submitted to the National

Adoption Committee. For prospective adoptive parents re questing older children or children with special
needs, the wait for a referral may be shorter. The referral information will include detailed information

about the child.

Adoptions from Moldova require two trips, several weeks apart. Each trip is about one week long. After
accepting the referral, the family travels to Moldova within 2 to 3 months. On this first trip, the family

spends several days visiting with the child. The family then attends a court hearing on the first trip. The

adoption is finalize d within 3 to 4 weeks after the first trip. The family then travels for the second trip to
complete the process and bring the child home. Families are escorted during their trips by a
representative from Fundatia Andrea and are in regular contact with Spen ce-Chapin while overseas.

TRAINING
Adoptions Together requires that all adoptive families attend 10 hours training, including a seminar
specifically tailored to the country that they are adopting from. Adoptive families can take this training

through A T or through another means (e.g. Internet). Please talk to the Program Manager for more
details.

16



Moldova Program Costs

Service Cost
AT Application Fee $500
Spenc@Chapin registration fee $300
E;Errlnin?;udy by Adoptions Togethpas in 2 $1.60
Training(10 hours required for international adoptio $400
USCIS cost $60
USCISfingerprints ($80/adult) $10
Translatio& LegalizatiorCosts for Dossier $1250
AT AgencyFee $2500
Spence Chapin Professional iSesvee $4000
Spence Chapin dossier preparation fee $500
Fee for Adoption Committee and Travel Fur $3500
Support for Orphanage Fund $250
Foreign Program Fee $11000
Passport for child $80
Visa for child$400) Transit visa ($50) $50
Visa medical exam for child $100
Post Adoption Reports ($350/report) 45
Approximate Total $30,000

Travel expenses not included
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BULGARIA

Adoptions Together is pleased to be a network agency with Spence -Chapin. This program is only
available to families residing in Maryland, the District of Columbia and Virginia. Our agency provides

the home study, training, post placement services and assistance with the adoption process for the
placement of a child from Bulgaria. The placement of the child will be done through Spence -Chapin.
Spence-Chapin is a nonprofit agency in New York City that has been placing children from Bulgaria

since 1995, in collaboration with Milossardie Association.

THE CHILDREN IN NEED OF ADOPTION

Children availabl e for adoption in Bulgaria range in age from 3 years at referral to adolescence. Both
boys and girls are available. Families should expect the developmental delays and medical risks that are
typical of children adopted internationally who have been in orph anages. The children are primarily of

Roma and Turkish heritage.

PARENTAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADOPTION IN BULGARIA

This program is available to married couples and single women. Applicants should be no more than 50
years of age, in good mental and physica | health, and without a recent criminal record. Our agency
prefers no more than 45 years difference between the

BULGARIA ADOPTION PROGRAM AND PROCEDURE

Once your home study and dossier documents are complet e, the dossier will be sent to Spence  -Chapin.
Spence -Chapin will submit the dossier to the Bulgarian Ministry of Justice (MOJ). The current wait for

the referral of a child is estimated to be up to 2 years from the date the dossier is submitted to the MOJ.

For prospective adoptive parents requesting older children or children with special needs, the wait for a

referral may be shorter. The referral will include detailed information about the child.

Adoptions from Bulgaria require two trips, several months apart. Each trip is about one week long.
Parents must meet the child to formally accept the referral within one month from the issuance of the
referral from the Bulgarian MOJ. On this first trip, the family meets the child and spends 5 days visiting

and bo nding with the child at the orphanage before formally accepting the referral. The adoption is
finalized in court by proxy within 3 to 4 months after the formal acceptance of the referral. The family

then returns to Bulgaria for a second trip to pick up the child Families are escorted during their trips by

a representative from Milossardie Association and are in regular contact with Spence -Chapin while
overseas.

TRAINING

Adoptions Together requires that all adoptive families attend 10 hours training, incl uding a seminar

specifically tailored to the country that they are adopting from. Adoptive families can take this training
through AT or through another means (e.g. Internet). Please talk to the Program Manager for more
details.
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Bulgaria Program  Costs

Service Cost
AT Application Fee $500
Spenc@Chapin registration fee $300
iT;.:{;rllnc?eﬁttsudy by Adoptions Togethas in 2 $1.60
Training(10 hours required for international adoptio $400
USCIS cost $60
USCISfingerpints ($80/adult) $10
Translatio& LegalizatiorCosts for Dossier $100
AT AgencyFee $2500
Spence Chapin Professional Services Fee $4000
Spence Chapin Dossier Preparation fee $500
Foreign Program Fee $10600
Visa for child $400
Visa medical exam for child $100
Post Adoption Reports ($350/report) $1400
Approximate Total $25,000

Travel expenses not included
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COLOMBIA

Adoptions Together is pleased to be a network agency with Spence -Chapin. This program is only
available to families residing in Maryland, the District of Columbia and Virginia. Our agency provides

the home study, training, post placement services and assistance with the adoption process for the
placement of a child from Colombia. The placement of the child will be done through Spence -Chapin.
Spence-Chapin is a nonprofit agency in New York City that has worked with Colombia since 1994.
Spence-Chapin has been approved by Instituto Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar (ICBF).

THE CHILDREN IN NEED OF  ADOPTION

Infants and children of all ages are available for adoption. Both boys and girls are available, but there

are fewer girl s. The children are cared for in prof

homes. Primarily of Afro -Colombi an descent, the children may reflect the full range of ethnicity from
Latin America. The children are primarily healthy. However families should expect the typical
developmental delays and medical issues associated with international adoption and orphanage care.

PARENTAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADOPTION IN COLOMBIA

Colombia requirements permit couples who have lived together for two years between 25 and 50 years

of age to adopt a child. Single men and single women are also permitted to adopt older and waitin g
children. Couples in which one parent is younger than 39 years old can apply to adopt an infant or

toddler up to 3 years of age. Prospective adoptive parents between 39 and 41 years of age should expect

a referral of a child 36 -59 months. Prospective ado ptive parents between 42 and 44 years of age should
expect a referral of a child 60 -83 months. Prospective adoptive parents ages 45 and older qualify for a
referral of a child 7 years and older. Prospective adoptive parents must be physically and emotional ly
healthy, and have a clear criminal record with the FBI. Families of Colombian descent receive priority.

COLOMBIAN ADOPTION PROGRAM AND PROCEDURE

Once your home study and dossier documents are complete, the dossier will be sent to Spence -Chapin.
Spence-Chapin wil |l send the dossier to | CBF or one of
wait for the referral of a child is 3 to 4 years from the date the dossier is sent to Colombia. The wait is
shorter for older and special needs children. The referral information will include a social history,
medical information and photos of the child. After accepting the referral, families travel to Colombia
immediately and remain in country for about 4 weeks to complete the adoption. One parent may return

home after the adoption is finalized.

TRAINING
Adoptions Together requires that all adoptive families attend 10 hours training, including a seminar
specifically tailored to the country that they are adopting from. Adoptive families can take this traini ng

through AT or through another means (e.g. Internet). Please talk to the Program Manager for more
details.
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Colombia Program Costs

Service Cost
AT Application Fee $500
Spenc@Chapin registration fee $300
iT;.:{;rllnc?eﬁttsudy by Adoptions Togethas in 2 $1.60
Training(10 hours required for international adoptio $400
USCIS cost $60
USCISfingerprints ($80/adult) $10
Translatio& LegalizatiorCosts for Dossigtv.) $200
AT AgencyFee $2500
Spence ChapProfessional services Fee $4000
Spence Chapin Dossier Preparation fee $500
Foreign Program Fee $2M0
Legal Document fee $755
Visa for child $400
Visa medical exam for child $100
Post Adoption Reports ($350/report) $1750
Approximate Total $16,00

Travel expenses not included
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

Adoptions Together is pleased to be a network agency with Spence -Chapin. Our agency provides the
home study, post placement services and assistance with the a doption process for the placement of a
child from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Spence -Chapin is a nonprofit agency in New York City
that is working in the capital city of Kinshasa with the Jatukik Foundation, a local NGO. The placement

of the chil d will be done through Spence -Chapin. This is currently a pilot program. The program will be
open to new applicants when the first trial adoptions proceed.

THE CHILDREN IN NEED OF ADOPTION

Infants, toddlers and older children of both genders are currentl y awaiting adoption. Children are
available for adoption in the Congo due to disease, parental death and economic factors. Children
awaiting adoption are cared for in small orphanages by loving caregivers.

PARENTAL QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADOPTION IN THE CONG o

This program is available to couples, single men and single women. Singles should expect a referral of

the same gender as themselves. Couples should be legally married for at least five years, and have no
more than two children in the household. Parents must be at least 25 years of age and at least 15 years
older than the child. We prefer no more than 45 years between the age of the younger parent and the

age of the child to be adopted.

CONGO ADOPTION PROGRAM AND PROCEDURE

Once a f amil y 6 andldassiee docimentd gre complete, the dossier will be sent to Spence -
Chapin. Spence -Chapin will send the dossier to the Jatukik Foundation. The Jatukik Foundation will

send a referral, including social, medical and developmental information about the ch ild. After the
family accepts the referral, Jatuki kds attorney work
travels to Kinshasa to complete the final stage of the adoption process at the U.S. Embassy in Kinshasa.

Families should expectto be  in the Congo for about five days.

TRAINING
Adoptions Together requires that all adoptive families attend 10 hours training, including a seminar
specifically tailored to the country from which they are adopting. Adoptive families can take this

training through AT or through another means (e.g. Internet). Please talk to the Program Manager for
more details.
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Congo Program Costs

Service

Cost

AT Application Fee
Spenc@Chapin registration fee

Home study by Adoptions Togethed in 2

installments

Training(10 hours required for international adoptio
USCIS cost

USCISfingerprints ($80/adult)

AT AgencyFee

Spence Chapin Professional services Fee
Spence Chapin Dossieeparation fee
Foreign Program Fee

Visa for child

Visa medical exam for child

Post Adoption Reports ($350/report)

Approximate Total

Travel expenses not included

$500
$300

$1,40

$400

$60

$1®

$2500

$4000

$500

$8D0

$400

$100

$1050

$16,000
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ADOPTIONS TOGETHER INTERNATIONAL
PROGRAMS

Adoptions Together

Applicant Criteria Children Waiting Travel Hague
Period
- Couples between 30-50. (up | Infants, toddlers 3 years or more One parent may travel. | YES
C h I na to 55 for waiting child) No and older girls. for a referral. Travel with a group and
more than 45 year difference Time decreased if | stay 13 to 16 days.
between child & younger adopting a Travel is approximately
parent. No severe mental or Waiting Child. 6-8 weeks after
physical health problems. acceptance of referral.
Contact AT for other
restrictions.
Couples married at least 3 Average age at 9-10 months from | One or both parents NO
KO rea years. Both parents must be | placement- 8 to 12 | dossier to referral. | travel for a stay of 5
between 25 & 45 years at the | months. Primarily | 3-5 months from business days in Seoul.
time of placement and in boys. referral to
excellent health. Contact placement.
program manager for other
eligibility criteria.
- Couples and single women Boys and girls- 6 to 12 months If married both parents | NO
R USS I a may adopt. Prefer no more infant after dossier is must travel. Two or
than a 45 year difference through school age | submitted to three trips are
between child and younger and sibling groups | travel and necessary. 1 or 2 weeks
parent. are in need of officially obtain each trip.
adoption. referral.
== Couples and single women Boys and girls, Up to 10 months Both parents must YES
Aze rbalj an may adopt. Prefer no more infants, after dossier is travel. The stay will be
than a 45 year difference toddlers and older | submitted to 3 days for 1st trip. 2nd
(On hOId) between child and younger children. officials in trip will be 30 days
parent. Azerbaijan later with a stay of 7 to
10 days.
Couples and single women Boys and girls age | Averages 1 year 2 trips, each lasting YES
M O I d Ova may adopt. . Prefer no more | lyear through after submission about 1 week
than a 45 year difference school age of dossier
between child and younger
parent.
- Couples and single women Boys and girls, After submission | 2 trips, each lasting YES
B u I gar | a may adopt. . Prefer no more | aged 3 years and of dossier, up to about 1 week
than a 45 year difference older two years until
between child and younger referral
parent.
- Couples, who have lived Boys and girls, About 4 years Both parents must YES
CO I O m b I a together for 2 years and are infant through wait. Time will travel for about 4
between the ages of 25 to 50. | school age. Age of | decrease if weeks, although one
Single men and women may | child referred is adopting an older | parent may return after
adopt older and waiting dependent on age child or child with | finalization
children. of applicant. special needs
Couples married at least 5 Boys and girls of To be determined. | Parents travel for about | No

Congo

years, and singles. Prefer no
more than 45 year difference
between child and the
younger parent.

all ages.

5 days.
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International Program at a Glance

2007 2008 2009
Applicants 61 24 21
Total Placements 81 50 27
Disruptions 0 0 0
Dissolutions 0 0 0
Placement Detail
2007 2008 2009
Russia 26 14 11
China 27 9 8
Vietnam 9 8 4
Azerbaijan 0 0 Program on Hold
S. Korea 0 3 4
Disruption/Dissolution Detalil
Disruptions Dissolutions
Russia 0 0
China 0 0
Guatemala 0 0
Vietnam 0 0
S. Korea 0 0
Azerbaijan 0 0

Note: Adoptions Together does not operate any orphanages overseas with waiting children who are available for
adoption. In the China Special Needs Program, we place waiting children that are referred to us by the Center for
Adoption Affairs (CCAA).
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Adoptions Together

A Licensed Non-Profit
Adoption Agency

10230 New Hampshire Avenue
Suite 200

Silver Spring, MD 20903

(301) 439-2900

Fax (301) 439-9334

5750 Executive Drive
Suite 107

Baltimore, MD 21228
(410) 869-0620

Fax (410) 869-8419

900 Varnum Street, N.E.
Washington DC 20017
(202)-526-4802

Fax: (202) 526-4803

457A Carlisle Drive

Herndon, VA 20170
(703) 689-0404

Fax (703) 689-9488

www.adoptionstogether.org

ADOPTIONS TOGETHER HOME STUDY SERVICES

(1) Initial Home Study (For Infant and International Programs):
1 $450 due with application
1 $1,000 due when paperwork completed

(2) AdoptionWorks Home Study:

(3) 30-day Expedited Home Study:
(Permitted only when a specific child has been identified for
adoption and placement is imminent, or with the
approval of Adoptions Togeth€linical Director)

(4) Adoption Together Placement Clients:

1 Annual Update of Domestic and International Program Clients
91  Subsequent Placement Home Study

(5) Home Study Plus Client Fees:

1 Annual Update of Domestic Adoptions Together Home Study
9 Annual Update of International Adoptions Together Home
Study
1 Expedited Annual Update
1 Subsequent Placement/Adoptions Together Home Study
9 Interim Update of Adoptions Together Home Study
(6) Home Study Conversions (from Other Agencies to Adoptions
Together):
1 Review of Non-Adoptions Together Home Study
1 Update of Home Study from another Agency
91 Subsequent Placement/ Non-Adoptions Together Study
(7) Changes to Adoptions Together Home Study:
(8) Post Placement Services:

9 Standard Post Placement Supervision
(Includes 3 visits and reports)

9 Additional Post Placement Supervision per report
1  Post Placement Supervision Report and Tracking
91 Expedited Post Placement Supervision per report

0 (Charged when report is required with less than 30

days notice)

9 Post Placement Supervisory Telephone Conference

o (When required by court or placing agency)
91 Post Placement Supervisory Telephone Conference

o (When required Y court or placing agency)
9 Post Placement Supervision Report for additional child

(9) Court Finalization Reports
(Not required in all states)

(10) Mileage Fee Roundtrip
(Charged to applicants who live more than 50 miles fiamy
office

(11) Home Study Plus Document Preparation Fee

(12) Tracking Home Study and Clearance Update Requirements for
Home Study Plus Clients

(13) Administrative Fee for Processing Refunds

(14) Returned check fee

$ 1,450

($200 additional
supplement for Hague
country)

$700

$2,300

$250
$900

$500 - 700
$500 - 700

To be determined
$900
$200

$115
To be determined
$1,150

$50 - $300

$1,050

$350
$370 per report
$475

$50 (No Report)
$100 (with Report)

$50 - $175

$550 (One Report)
$275 (For Each
Additional Child)
$120

$50

$100
annual fee
$25
$35
26



Working with Adoptions Together
What is the mission of Adoptions Together?

Adoptions Together is committed to building healthy permanent families by providing the highest quality
child placement services, lifelong support to children and their families and advocacy for continuous improvement
of child welfare systems.

What are the guiding principles of Adoptions Together?

To help us make the right decisions, we have developed these guiding principles about how we can best

serve our clients.

About Children
U The best interest of the children who need our help comes first.
U Adoption is the best option when children cannot safely be raised by their birth families.
U Children should be part of their permanent families as quickly as possible.

U Openness and honesty in adoption is healthy for children.

About Birth Parents
U Birth parents should be informed about the risks and benefits of adoption for themselves and their children.
U Birth parents should have the opportunity to receive ongoing information about the children they place for
adoption.
About Adoptive Parents

U The ability to be a good adoptive parent does not depend upon wealth, race, religion, marital status, gender
or sexual orientation.

U Adoptive parents should be informed decision-makers in the adoption process.

U Adoptions work best when adoptive parents continually learn about child development and how it is
impacted by adoption.
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About Adoption
U The best adoptions are built upon trust and honesty.
U Adoption is a lifelong process.

U Full disclosure about the physical and psychological well-being of children being placed for adoption is
essential for adopted children and their families.

U Education, support and guidance from qualified adoption professionals before during and after placement
helps adopted children and their families succeed.

What should | do if | am unhappy with services that | receive from Adoptions Together?

At Adoptions Together, we welcome your feedback about how we can improve the quality of services that
we provide. We encourage you to talk openly and honestly with our staff if you have any concerns about working
with us. If the staff member with whom you are working does not adequately address your concerns, please speak
to his or her program director.

In addition, you can always bring your concerns and suggestions for improvement to Janice Goldwater,
Executive Director and founder of Adoptions Together. You can reach Janice via email at
jgoldwater@adoptionstogether.org or via telephone at 301-439-2900.

If your concerns are not resolved through informal communications with our staff and Executive Director,
you can file a formal written complaint with Janice Pearse, who chairs our Quality Assurance Committee. Your
formal complaint will be promptly investigated and you will receive a response within no more than 30 days. If you
do file a complaint, no retaliatory action will be taken against you. For more information or to receive a formal
complaint form, please contact Janice Pearse via telephone at 410-869-0620 or via email at
jpearse@adoptionstogether.org.

Supplemental Information about @mplaints for Adoptions Together clients who amopting from Hague
Convention countries (China, Guatemala and Azerbaijan)

If you have a complaint about Adoptions Together, you must first submit your complaint to Adoptions
Together through the agency's Formal Complaint Procedure. If your complaint raises an issue of compliance with
the Hague Convention, the Inter-country Adoption Act (the "IAA™), or its implementing regulations and cannot be
resolved through Adoptions Together 6s c¢ o mpntvath thet
Hague Complaint Registry (HCR), a web-based system that the U.S. Department of State is establishing. Once a
complaint is filed with the HCR, it will be available to the Council on Accreditation (the organization that reviews
and issues Adoptions Together's Hague accreditation) for appropriate action, and the Department of State will be
able to monitor the handling of the complaint.
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Financing Your Adoption

While adoption services can be expensive, financial programs and resources may be available to help you with these costs. At
Adoptions Together, we may be able to help you locate the financial resources you may need. Whether you are eligible for
adoption tax benefits, adoption assistance programs from your employer, or the adoption subsidy program, we can direct you
to the information you need. You might want to begin your research with an excellent resource guide from the National
Endowment for Financial Education, How to Make Adoption An Affordable Option. This booklet can be downloaded from
the internet at www.nefe.org

Federal Tax Credit

The Hope for Children Act of 2001 provided for a $10,000 tax credit for adoption and this amount increases
each year (up to $12,150 in 2009). The amount decreases if your Adjusted Gross Income is over $182,180 and is
phased out at $222,180 (check with IRS for current amounts). Consult your tax advisor and/or IRS Publication 968,
Tax Benefits for Adoption. The common interpretation of this law is that international adoptions are eligible for the
credit in the year their adoption was finalized in the country. For complete information, see
WWW.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc606.html

Employee Benefit Programs

Perhaps your employer is among the roughly 25% of companies in the United States that offer some form of adoption benefits
to their employees. Typical benefits may include reimbursements of adoption expenses; paid leave in addition to vacation time,
sick leave, or personal days; and unpaid leave. Reimbursement amounts can run from $1,000 to $10,000. Adoptions Together
maintains a list of employers that offer adoption assistance. To find out whether your employer offers adoption benefits,
contact the human resources office where you work.

Even if your company does not now offer adoption benefits, you may be able to persuade your employer to do so. Studies
have shown that adoption benefits are among the most cost-effective advantages an employer can offer. The National
Adoption Clearinghouse can help you and your employer to establish an adoption benefits program. You can contact NAIC at
888-251-0075 or http://naic.acf.hhs.gov/parents/prospective/funding/index.cfm.

Military Benefits for Adoption

The military will reimburse active-duty personnel for most one-time adoption costs up to $2,000 per child, whether adopting a
Domestic healthy infant or older child, or a child from abroad. (Travel costs, foreign or domestic, are not covered.) There is a
maximum reimbursement of $5,000 in a given year, even if both parents are in the military.

Reimbursement is made only after the adoption is finalized and only if the adoption was provided through a state adoption
agency or a not-for-profit private agency. Adoption and placement fees that may be reimbursed include:

9 Fees for birth parent counseling

9 Legal fees and court costs

1 Medical expenses - hospital expenses of the biological mother and newborn infant.

The military's Exceptional Family Member Program is designed to ensure that the adoptive families of children with special
needs are assigned to duty stations where the child's needs may be met. In some instances, a military family caring for an
adopted disabled child may receive monthly assistance up to $1000 under the military's Program for Persons with Disabilities.

While the military has long provided health care for adopted children, as part of the health benefits provided by the Federal
government to military personnel and their dependents, it is now available for adopted children as soon as they are placed in
your home, rather than having to wait until the adoption is finalized. Moreover, military health care does not require a waiting
period for pre-existing conditions.

Military personnel may make use of leave programs similar to those offered by civilian employers. Reimbursements and
benefits apply whether the adopting parent is single or married and whether the adoption is completed in the US or overseas.
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NOTE: Independent adoptions, or adoptions provided through apFofit adoption agencydo not qualify for military
reimbursements.

For more information about adoption for military families, call the Adoption Exchange Association at 1-303-333-0845. Or
visit the web at www.nmfa.org.

Credit Cards and Frequent Flyer Miles

Families adopting through the International Adoption Program typically travel overseas to complete their adoptions. You can
use frequent flyer miles to reduce the cost of airfare significantly. Many credit card companies offer frequent flyer miles as
incentives. Check with your individual credit card issuers to see if this benefit is available to you.

Adoption Loan Information

Please contact the National Adoption Foundation to explore grants and loans specifically for adoption www.nafadopt.org

Adoption Subsidy Program

Families who adopt children with special medical, emotional, and/or developmental needs; older children; or members of a
sibling group may be eligible for an adoption subsidy from federal and state governments. This financial assistance is available
to ensure that families who adopt these children have the necessary services and financial resources to meet their children's
ongoing needs.

Subsidies fall into three categories:

1. Monthly Financial Assistance. This type of subsidy is designed to remove financial barriers for families who adopt
children with special needs. Nearly all children in public foster care who are waiting to be adopted are eligible for this
type of assistance. Subsidies are awarded on a case-by-case basis and vary depending on the needs of the child. Annual
reviews of subsidies are conducted to ensure that the child still qualifies for assistance. Eligibility for the subsidy is
based solely on the needs of the child; t he adopt
eligible for a subsidy.

2. Medical Assistance. Children in subsidized adoptions are also eligible for a medical subsidy through a new Medicaid-
managed care program.

3. One-Time Subsidy. This nonrecurring payment, which may be offered in addition to the monthly financial subsidy, is
designed to cover specific expenses or special services related to the adoption of a particular child or children.
Reimbursable expenses may include adoption placement fees, court costs, attorney's fees, required health and
psychological examinations, transportation, and reasonable costs of lodging and food for the child and/or the adoptive
parents when necessary to complete the placement or adoption process.

To be eligible for any subsidy, a child must first meet both of the following two requirements:

1 Alocal department of social services or a private agency in Maryland must hold guardianship of the child
9 The child could not be placed for adoption without a subsidy

To be eligible for any subsidy, a child must also meet one of the following requirements:

The child must be six or older, but has not reached the age of 18 years

The child must be a member of a minority group

The child must have a physical or mental handicap and/or be emotionally disturbed
The child must be a member of a sibling group which is to be placed together

=A =4 =4 =9

If you are interested in adopting a child who may be eligible for an adoption subsidy, we will assist you in applying for a
subsidy for your child.
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Adoptions Together

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT HOME STUDIES

10230 New Hampshire Avenue
Suite 200

Silver Spring, MD 20903

(301) 439-2900

Fax (301) 439-9334

5750 Executive Drive
Suite 107

Baltimore, MD 21228
(410) 869-0620

Fax (410) 869-8419

900 Varnum Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017
(202) 526-4802

Fax (202) 526-4803

419 7" Street N.W.
Suite 201

Washington, DC 20004
(202) 628-7420

457A Carlisle Drive

Herndon, VA 20170
(703) 689-0404

Fax (703) 689-9488

www.adoptionstogether.org

1. What is a home study and why do | need one?

Home studies have two main purposes. First, they help to prepare prospective adoptive
and foster parents for the tasks of raising a child who was not born into their family.
Secondly, they provide assurance to individuals who are responsible for placing a child
for adoption or foster care that the family is properly equipped to take care of a child. A
home study consists of a series of interviews with a social worker, the collection of
documents about the family, and a written narrative report.

Home studies are required in most states and, if you are adopting internationally, by the
United States Citizen Immigration Service (USCIS) and the country where the child

resides.

The law prohibits unmarried couples from adopting in Virginia. Therefore, AT is not

permitted to conduct home studies for unmarried couples in Virginia.

2. After | send my application to Adoptits Together (AT), when will my

home study begin?

The Home Study Coordinator (HSC) will assign a social worker to you as soon as
possible. You can expect to hear from the social worker within a week of when your

application is received.

3. How long doa the home study process take?

During your first home study meeting, your social worker will explain the home study
process in detail and answer your questions about any special circumstances in your
family that may exist. Your social worker will tell you about the documents that must be
collected before the home study can proceed and provide detailed instructions about how

the documents should be completed.

Once you have collected all of your documents, you will send them to the HSC with the
balance of the home study fee. If you are a couple, the social worker usually conducts
three more interviews. If you are single, the social worker usually meets with you two

more times.

In most circumstances, we will complete the home study within 90 days
from the date that we receive your documents.

4. How complicated is the process of gathering all the documents?

Donot

worry,

t

S

not

t hat

complicate

the documents you need for the home study, and you will receive a written instruction
sheet. The HSC is also available to answer your questions.
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5. What if | want the home study completed more quickly?
In limited circumstances, typically when the child you plan to adopt is about to be born, a home study can be
completed in 30 days. Expedited home studies require prior approval of Adoptions Together's Clinical Director.

6. What i f the social worker and | do not fAhi
Our social workers are highly trained in the unique issues faced by adoptive and foster families. They are expected
to guide you through the home study process respectfully and competently. Most families who have been through a
home study report that they felt very comfortable with their social worker. If, however, you think that your social
worker is not a good "fit" for you or if you have any concerns or questions about your social worker, please feel free
to discuss these issues with Erica Moltz, the Clinical Director, at any point during the home study process. (310 422
5101 or emoltz@adoptionstogether.org

7. What happens if | become pregnant during the home study or before a child is placed in my hor

Every once in a while an applicant becomes pregnant during the home study or while waiting for a placement. In
this happens, completion of a home study is delayed until at least six months after the baby is born. The transition to
parenthood is often a very challenging time and dealing with an adoption at the same time is difficult for parents and
children.

8. What happens if | move during the home study or before a child is placed in my home?

If you move, a social worker will visit you in your new home and prepare an addendum to your home study. Also,
some additional documents about your new home will have to be submitted. If you move within Maryland, Virginia
or the District of Columbia, Adoptions Together will update your home study. If you move outside of these states,
an agency licensed in the state that you move to can update your home study.

9. Can | be approved to adopt if | have a criminal history?

It is difficult to provide a general answer to this question because the laws and regulations about approval of
adoptive parents who have been arrested or convicted of a crime vary greatly from state to state. The answer to this
question depends upon where you live, the seriousness of the crime and when it occurred. Each case is considered
on an individual basis. Most families are pleased to learn that "youthful indiscretions” will not exclude them from
becoming adoptive or foster parents.

It is very important to be truthful with your social worker and to disclose all relevant information about any criminal
history that you may have. The information that you provide to us will be fairly and fully considered with respect to
the requirements of the state where you reside.

10. | have a chronic medical condition. Will this be a problem?

All home study applicants must have a recent medical examination and report from their physician. If you currently
under treatment for a chronic medical condition, or if you have had a serious medical condition in the past, your
social worker will contact your physician to determine whether your medical condition significantly interferes with
your ability to be provide a healthy, stable home for a child. In most circumstances, individuals who have chronic
medical conditions can be approved to adopt.

11. If I have had counseling, can | stilbe approved?

Adoptions Together views counseling or therapy as a positive approach to coping with life's problems. If you are
currently in counseling or have a recent or extensive counseling history, your social worker will contact your
therapist for more information about your ability to provide a safe, healthy home for a child. In most circumstances,
people who have participated in counseling can be approved to adopt.
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12.  I'm notrich. Can I still be approved to adopt?

You certainly don't have to wealthy to be approved to adopt or provide foster care for a child. All that's necessary is
for you to have sufficient financial resources to provide adequate care for a child.

13.  What if my home study is denied?

It is unusual for a home study to be denied. If your social worker has concerns about whether you are able to
provide an appropriate home for an adopted or foster child, he or she consults with the Adoptions Together clinical
team. The team carefully adheres to the mandatory requirements of the state where you reside. In many situations,
applicants are asked to participate in counseling or to have additional assessments completed before a final decision
about the home study is made. If your home study is denied, your social worker will explain the reasons for the
denial in person and will follow up the discussion with a letter that outlines your rights to ask the agency to
reconsider its decision.

14.  Can | read my home study?

Absolutely. You are encouraged to read your home study report and to let us know if we made any factual errors.

15.  What if | am uncertain about the placement agency | want to use or whether | want to adopt
domestically or internationally?

You can discuss your questions about placement agencies, as well as the risks and benefits of domestic and
international adoption, with you social worker. There are specific things that the home study report must contain
depending upon the type of adoption you chose, so by the end of the home study interviews it is important for you to
know what type of adoption you plan to pursue. If your plans change after the home study report is completed, it
can usually be amended with just a little additional work.

16. Does it matter if | have other children?

If you already have children, your social worker will need to contact them. If they do not live in your home full-
time, arrangements will be made on a case-by-case basis. Adult children of Virginia residents who live within 50
miles will need to be interviewed in person. If more than 50 miles, the social worker will contact them by
telephone. Of course, interviews are always conducted with sensitivity and respect, and in an appropriate manner for
the childds age.

17.  There are other adults who live inynphome. Does this make a difference?

Each adult who lives in your home must be interviewed and certain documents about them must be completed. If
there are renters in your home who live in separate quarters with a separate entrance, usually they do not have to be
included in the home study.

18. |l 6ve heard that references need to be inte

At least three references are required for each home study. At least one reference must be interviewed in person. It
is best to ask three friends who have known you for three years or more. We do not recommend that you ask a
relative, clergy person, your therapist or a work subordinate. If you have a child who attends school, one of your
references should be a teacher, counselor or school official who knows your child as well.
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19. How long is a home study good for?

Home studies and some of the supporting documents need to updated annually. We encourage you to contact us
before your home study expires, so that we can make timely arrangements to complete the update so that your home
study will remain current.

20. If I am adopting internationally from another agency, will the home study from Adoptions
Together be sufficient for my agency?

Generally, yes, although some agencies have special requirements. If your agency requires any additional
information, please let your social worker know.

Our agency is not able to provide a home study for a family adopting a child from Russia through another agency.

Before the home study is conducted, families should verify that they meet the basic requirements of the country
from which they wish to adopt by checking the country requirements on the State Department Web Site
http://travel.state.gov/family/adoption/country/country 369.html . If the country is not listed on the State
Department website, you should check with your placement agency or attorney to ensure that you meet the
requirements of the country for international adoption. Families are encouraged to discuss these requirements with
their home study social worker during the first home study visit.

2 1. What is the best way to fAget throu
Be flexible and honest. Keep your sense of humor. Relax. Enjoy the moment. These are the same skills that will
make you a good parent!

22. How can | get more information about getting my home study done at Adoptions Together?

If you have access to the Internet, it is best to contact us by email. If you cannot email us, please feel free to call
between 9 and 5 on Monday through Friday. Below you will find a list of email addresses and telephone numbers
for our home study staff:

1 Grace Marshburn, Home Study Coordinator for Maryland and DC residents
gmarshburn@adoptionstogether.org
(301) 422-5108

1 Jessica Sullivan, Home Study Coordinator for Virginia
jsullivan@adoptionstogether.org
(703) 689 0404

9 Erica Moltz, Clinical Director
emoltz@adoptionstogether.org
(301) 422-5101

For more information about Adoptions Together's placement programs and other services, please call our offices:
9 Silver Spring, MD: (301) 439-2900

9 Baltimore, MD: (410) 869-0620
1 Herndon, VA: (703) 689-0404
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CENTER FOR ADOPTIVE FAMILIES

The Center for Adoptive Families (CAF) provides specialized support, education, and traini ng to families and
professionals across the country. Families built through adoption, kinship, and foster care often face challenges during

their lifetime, and need expert assistance to provide a healthy home for their children. Since 1992, CAF has been
providing quality counseling services, support groups, and professional trainings at the local and national levels. CAF staff
consi st s o flevehmentaleheafihsprofessionals, educational specialists, and certified mediators with expertise in

adoptio n issues. We offer services in various locations throughout Maryland, Virginia, and Washington DC, as well as

professional trainings nationwide. For detailed information, please visit our website at
www.centerforadoptivefamilies.org

Contact: Jennifer Ke Iman at 410 -402-1121 or Jkelman@adoptionstogether.org

Individual, couples, and family counseling
" General adoption issues
Attachment difficulties
Depression/anxiety
Infertility

Behavior challenges
Birthparent counseling
Search and reunion

Educational Counseling

Private sessions provide families with expert advice around common adoption issues, such as:
How to Talk to Your Children About Adoption
Accessing Appropriate School Servi ces
Transracial Adoption

Adoption Preparation Seminars

The ABCb6bs of Adoption Seminar (for prospective adoptive pa

Domestic adoption
International adoption
Finalizing/re -finalizing adoption

Support and Education Groups
" Kids Connection - just for chi Idren, ages 7 to 12
Project Succeed - for parents
Super -Parenting - for parents of challenging children

Professional Development

Since 1993, CAF has trained human services and medical professionals, across the country, on clinical and adoption -
related iss ues. We offer services in various locations throughout Maryland, Virginia, and Washington DC, as well as

professional trainings nationwide.

Training and seminar topics include:

General adoption issues

Attachmen t disorder and clinical issues
International adoption issues

Adoption and the older child

Mediation Services

Our expert mediation services help clarify

Transracial placement considerations
Therapeutic parenting

School programs for educators
Post-adoption program development

and negotiate mutual benefits and responsibilities for open adoption. Our

certified mediators have completed specialized training in adoption to assist adoptive parents and birth parents in

relationships that enrich

support their childbs wel

Il being.
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Adoptions Together

10230 New Hampshire Avenue
Suite 200

Silver Spring, MD 20903

(301) 439-2900

Fax (301) 439-9334

5750 Executive Drive
Suite 107

Baltimore, MD 21228
(410) 869-0620

Fax (410) 869-8419

900 Varnum Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017
(202) 526-4802

Fax (202) 526-4803

419 7" Street N.W.
Suite 201

Washington, DC 20004
(202) 628-7420

457A Carlisle Drive
Herndon, VA 20170
(703) 689-0404

Fax (703) 689-9488

www.adoptionstogether.org

A

Date Submitted:
R <
nnf\

APPLICATION

HOMe STUDY PLUSERVICES

(You are requestinga home study with Adoptions
Together and have either selected another agency for
placement and/or are undecided at this time.)

i
A

Domestic Infant

International* (Country

)

Placing agency if known

*Adoptions Together will no longer be providing Home Study Only
services to families adopting from Russia and Azerbaijan.

HOME STUDY & PLACEMENT WITADOPTIONS TOGETHEF

i
i
i

AdoptionWorks
Domestic Infant

International -
Country

*The law prohibits unmarried couples from adopting in Virginia.
Therefore, AT is not permitted to conduct home studies for
unmarried couples

PLACEMENT ONLYHOME STUDY COMPLETED BY OTHER AGEM

A

A

International - Submit this completed application with the home
study.

Domestic Infant - Submit this completed application with the
home study.

*The law prohibits unmarried couples from adopting in Virginia. Therefore,
AT is not permitted to con duct home studies for unmarried couples.

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOD ADOPTIONS TOGETRE

> PP >

Website

Yellow Pages

Advertisement

Brochure/Flyer

Referral by friends/family members
Who?

Other
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Please note: If additional space is needed to answer any question(s), refer to the last page of

this application. A blank lined sheet has been provided for you.

. IDENTIFYING INFORMATION(use APPLICANT 2 br 2™ member of couple)

APPLICANT 1 APPLICANT 2

First Name: First Name:

Last Name: Last Name:

Date of Birth: (m/dfy) | | Date of Birth: (m/dly) |

Age: Age: \

Soc. Sec. # \ Soc. Sec. # \

Street Address: | Street Address: \

City: ‘ |City: ‘

State, Zip: \ State, Zip: \

US Citizen: AYES A NO US Citizen: AYES A NO

County of Residence: County of Residence:

Length of Residence: Length of Residence:

E-Mail: \ E-Mail: \
Home Phone: Home Phone:
Work Phone: Work Phone:
Cell Phone: Cell Phone:
Previous Street Previous Street
Address: Address:

City: \ City: \

State, Zip: \ State, Zip: \
DIVORCEDRPIease list prior marriages DIVORCED: Rease list prior marriages
Date: " Date:

Date: H Date:

Date: Date:

ARE YOU(APPLICANT 1 & 2CURRENTlY MARRIED TO EACH GHER? AYESANO

Date of Marriage: \ \ Place of Marriage: \

. EMPLOYMENT (U APPLICANT 2 FOR 2B MEMBER OF COUPLE)

APPLICANT 1 APPLICANT 2
Employer: \ Employer: \
Street Address: Street Address: \
City: ‘ City: ‘

State, Zip: \ State, Zip: \

How Long Employed:

How Long Employed:

Position Held:

Position Held:

Annual Salary:

Annual Salary:

Other Income:

Other Income:

[1l. EDUCATION(use APPLICANT 2 for 2™ member of couple )

APPLICANT 1 APPLICANT 2

Highest Degree: \ Highest Degree: \

Year Obtained: ‘ Year Obtained: ‘

Institution: Institution:

High School: High School:




IV. CHILDREN LIVING IN THE HOME

Full Name:

| D.0.B: |

Adopted? Finalized?

Adopted Chil dods

B

A NO A YES|A NO A YES

Date and Place of Finalization:

Full Name:

|D.0B: |

Adopted? Finalized?

Adopted Chil doés

B

A NO A YES |A NO A YES

Date and Place of Finalization:

Full Name:

| D.0B: |

Adopted? Finalized?

Adopt ed Ch iCbudty:s

A NO A YES |A NO A YES

Date and Place of Finalization:

V. CHILDREN LIVINGUT OF THE HOME

Full Name:

D.O.B:

Adopted? Finalized?

Adopted Chi

| d

(@}

A NOA YESC

A NOA YESC

Date & Place of Finalization:

Current Address:

Street

City

State

Zip

CURRENT PHONE] ( )

Full Name:

D.O.B:

Adopted? Finalized?

Adopted Chi

| d

(@}

A NOA YESC

A NOA YESC

Date & Place of Finalization:

Current Address:

Street

City

State

Zip

CURRENT PHONE] ( )

Full Name:

D.O.B:

Adopted? Finalized?

Adopted Chi

| d

(@}

A NOA YESC

A NOA YESC

Date & Place of Finalization:

Current Address:

Street

City

State

Zip

CURRENT PHONE| ( )

VI. OTHER ADULTS (over age 18) LIVING IN THE HOME

Name:

Relationship

Name:

Relationship

VIl. EXTENDED FAMILY INFORMATIQDNe APPLICANT 2 for 2™ member of couple )

APPLICANT 1

APPLICANT 2

Mother: ‘

Mother: ‘

D.O.B. (m/d/ y): |

D.O.B. (m/dly):

Marital Status: ‘

Marital Status: ’

Address: ‘

Address: ‘
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Occupation: ‘

Occupation: ‘

Deceased? ‘ AYESA NO

Deceased?‘ AYESA NO

Father:

Father:

D.O.B. (m/dly) :

D.O.B. (m/dly) :

Marital Status:

Marital Status:

Address: ‘ Address: ‘

Occupation: ‘ Occupation; |
Deceased? | AYESA NO Deceased?l AYESA NO
Sibling: | Sibling: |

D.O.B. (m/dly): |

D.O.B. (m/dly):

Marital Status: ‘

Marital Status:

Address: ‘ Address: ‘

Occupation: ‘ IOccupation: ‘
Deceased? | AYESA NO Deceasal? | AYESA NO
Sibling: | Sibling: |

D.O.B. (m/dly) :

D.O.B. (m/dly) :

Marital Status:

Marital Status:

Address: ‘ iAddress: ‘

Occupation: ‘ Occupation: ‘
Deceased? ‘ AYESA NO Deceased?‘ AYESA NO
Sibling: | Sibling: |

D.O.B. (m/dly):

D.O.B. (m/dly ):

Marital Status:

Marital Status:

Address: ‘ Address: ‘
Occupation: ‘ Occupation: ‘
Deceased? | AYESA NO Deceased? ‘ AYESA NO

VIlIl. PERSONAL |NFORMAT|O®|se APPLICANT 2 for 2" member of couple )

APPLICANT 1 APPLICANT 2
Height: | |Weight: ‘ Height: ‘ |Weight: ‘
Hair Color: | | Eye Color: ‘ Hair Color: ‘ ‘ Eye Color: |
Race: ‘ Race: ‘

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN:

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN:

Arrested: (even if expunged AYES A NO || Arrested: (even if expunged |AYES A NO
OR occurred before 18 yrs. OR occurred before 18 yrs.

old) old)

Convicted of a Crime: AYEs A No | convicted of a Crime: | AYES A NO
In Jail or Prison: ‘ AYES A NO | In Jail or Prison: ‘ AYES A NO

39



The subject of a Child abuse | AYES A
or Neglect Investigation
(even if it did not result in

arrest or conviction.)

NO

The Subject of a Child Abuse | AYES A NO
or Neglect Investigation
(even if it did not result in
arrest or conviction.)

If YESto any of the above, please explain:

If YESto any of the above, please explain:

Are you under any legal obligation to pay
Child Support?

Are you under any legal obligation to pay
Child Support?

AYES A NO AYES A NO
If YES are your payments up to date? If YES are your payments up to date?
AYES A NO | AYES A NO
Have you ever filed for bankruptcy? Have you ever filed for bankruptcy?
AYES A NO AYES A NO

If YES please explain:

If YES please explain:

IX. PERSONAL HEALTHKlse APPLICANT 2 for 2™ member of couple)

APPLICANT 1

APPLICANT 2

Information on Physician who will complete the

Medical Exam for the Home Study.

Information on Physician who will complete the
Medical Exam for the Home Study.

Name: ‘ Name: ‘
Street Address: ‘ Street Address: ‘
City: \ City: \
State, Zip: \ State, Zip: \

Are you currently being treated by a
Physician?

Are you currently being treated by a
Physician?

AYES A NO

AYES A NO

If YES please describe the conditions:

If YES please describe the conditions:

Describe any chronic medical conditions:

Describe any chronic medical conditions:

Please describe all hospitalizations within

the last five years:

Please describe all hospitalizations within

the last five years:

Have you ever sought treatment from a
mental health professional?

Have you ever sought treatment from a
mental health professional?

AYES A NO

AYES A NO
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If YES please explain the circumstances,
including dates:

If YESplease explain the circumstances
including dates:

Have you ever participated in a drug or
alcohol treatment rehabilitation program?

Have you ever participated in a drug or
alcohol treatment rehabilitation program?

AYES A NO

AYES A NO

If YES please explain:

If YESplease explain:

Health Insurance

Health Insurance

Name of Insurer:

Name of Insure:

Policy Number:

Policy Number:

Effective Date:

Effective Date:

Life Insurance

' Life Insurance

Kind: ‘ Kind: ‘
Amount: ‘ Amount: ‘
Beneficiary: ‘ Beneficiary: ‘

X.  REFERENCES

T Note that all references will be contacted by

phone and one will be interviewed in person .

Please list three people who know you well

(excluding relatives or clergy)

Name:

Address:

Phone:

| EMail: |

Name:

Address:

Phone:

| EMail: |

Name:

Address:

Phone:

‘ E-Mail: ‘

If you have a child or children living in your home who is attending school, please list below a
reference who is a teacher, administrator, or counselor employed by one of the schools

attended by one of your children.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:
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XI.  ADOPTION PLANS

Why are you considering adoption at this time?

Please Describe the Type of Child or Children you would like to adopt:

Sex: Age: Project INU Applicants - Please refer to attached supplement
Race: Other:

Have you selected a legal guardian for the ch ild you wish to adopt? AYES A NO

If YES please provide the following information:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Have you attended any adoption related workshops/classes? AYES A NO

If YES please list:

Have you ever worked with another agenc  y? ‘ AYES A NO

If YES please provide the following information on the agency(ies):

AGENCY 1.

Name: |

Address: ‘

Service Used: ‘

Outcome: ‘

AGENCY 2.

Name:l

Address: ‘

Service Used: ‘

Outcome: ‘

Are you currently working with another agency? AYES A NO

If YES please provide the following information on the agency:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Please note: A release form must be signed to give Adoptions Together permission to contact
all other adoption agencies that you have worked with. The form will be provided to you
after your application is received.
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Xll. HOME STUDY

Would you like Adoptions Together to complete your Home Study? AYES A NO

Have you ever been denied a Home Study? ‘ AYES A NO

If YES please explain: |

If an other agency is providing your Home Study, please provide the following information:

Agency Name:

Agency Director:

Agency Address:

Agency Phone:

Soci al Work ‘Phone:l

HAS THE HOME STUDEBN COMPLETED? AYES A NO ‘ Date Completed: ‘

Please have a copy of your home study sent to Adoptions Together upon completion.

If Adoptions Together is providing your Home Study:
PLEASE PROVIDE URBLCTIONS TO YOUR HEMROM OUR OFFICE NEEST YOU:

DIRECTIONS TO YOUROME FROM OURILVER SPRING OEH
(NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENEAR THE WHITE OAK EIT OFF 495 - WASHINGTON BELTWAY)

DIRECTIONS TO YOUROME FROM OURALTIMORE OFFICE
(NEAR INTERSECTIONFORT 40 & INGLESIDEAVE. - NEAR EXIT 15A OFF 6% d BALTIMORE BELTWAY)

DIRECTIONS TO YOURONE FROM OURIERNDON, VA OFFICE
((457 A CARLISLE DRIVE, HENDON, VA 20170))
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Adoptions Together IS REQUIRED BY LAW TO DENY THIS APPLICATION IF £
OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDED IN IT IS KNOWN TO BE FALSE OR MISLE
BY THE APPLICANT.

I/'WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, HE\READ THE STATEMENBOVE AND HEREBY OHRY THAT ALL OF THENFORMATION
PROVIDED IN THIS APIEATION IS TRUE ANDOMPLETE.

SIGNED:
Applicant 1: Date:
Applicant 2: Date:

**** Please note: If you are a resident of Washington, DC and/or if you are applying to the Adoptions Together International Program, please attach a
photograph of each applicant. You may submit a joint photograph if you are applying as a couple. There are no size requirements.

PLEASE NOTEAnyone who submits a home study application to Adoptions Together will be required to
participate in training before his/her home study is approved.

For Domestic Clients : You will be required to complete 8 hours of pre-adoptive training. Your social
worker will provide det ails during your first visit .

For International Clients : New US rules about international adoption require that families complete
10 hours of training and 5 hours for a subsequent placement. Your social worker will provide details
during your first visit.

Before the home study is conducted, families should verify that they meet the basic requirements of
the country from which they wish to adopt by checking the country requirements on the State
Department Web Site http://travel.state.gov/family/adoption/country/country 369.html . If the
country is not listed on the State Department website, you should check with your placement agency
or attorney to ensure that you meet the require ments of the country for international adoption.
Families are encouraged to discuss these requirements with their home study social worker during the
first home study visit.

INCLUDE CHECKS PAYABLEAMMDPTIONS TOGETHEROR SERVICES REQUESTED:

A HOME 3$UDY SERVICES APPLICATION FEE $450 INITIAL PAYMEN®
($650 for Hague country)
A INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM FEE $500 INITIAL PAYMEN®
A EXPEDITED HOME STUDY FEE $2300
A SUBSEQUENT PLACEMENT OF AT HOME STUDY FEE $900
A SUBSEQUENT PLACEMENT OF MOINHOME STUDKEE $1,150
A ANNUAL UPDATE OF AT HOME STUDY FEE $500
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FEE
HOME STUDW®INITIAL PAYMENT WITH APPLICATIOI $450
HOME STUDSREMAINING BALANCE $1,000
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM FEE $500
EXPEDITED HOME STUDY FEE $2,300
SUBSEQUENT PLACEMENT OF AT HOME STUDY FEE $900
SUBSEQUENT PLACEMENT OF MONOME STUDY FEE $1,150
ANNUAL UPDATE OF AT HOME STUDY FEE $500

DATE

RECEIVED

~ NN Y~~~

~ NN Y~~~
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Please use this sheet if additional space is needed in order to answer any of the questions in the
application, or if you wish to add additional comments.
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International Adoption Program

Application Addendum

1st Applicant Name:

E-mail Address:

2nd Applicant Name:

E-mail Address:

Fedex or UPS acct #
(REQUIRED)

(We will only use this for time -
sensitive mailings.)

A Russia A China A S. Korea
Preferred Country:

A Congo £ Bulgaria A Colombia A Moldova A Azerbaijan
S A Yes A No
Are you considering siblings?
Preference for age:
Have you submitted the  1-600A /I -800A form? A Ves A No
If yes, Please specify the date submitted:
Have you completed your Home Study? A Yes A No
If yes, Name of Home Study Agency:
Date Home Study Completed:
A Yes A No
Have you ever attended one of our International
Information Meetings?
If yes, when?
AvYes A No

Have you spoken with one of our staff members?

If yes, with whom and when?

* Registration for our International Program requires a separate fee of $500.
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SAMPLE
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT is made on day of , 20, by Adoptions Together,
Inc., a Maryland corporation (herein "AT"), and and , a
married couple whose address is (herein

"Adoptive Parents").
Recitals
WHEREAS, AT maintains business relationships with certain officials of foreign governments and
private individuals who work with AT to locate adoptive families for children living in orphanages, foster

care and hospitals within certain foreign countries; and

WHEREAS, the Adoptive Parents desire to adopt a child (or children) from an international country
in which AT maintains such relationships.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and promises contained herein, the
parties agree:

1. Fees. In addition to any fees paid to Adoptions Together for home study, post placement,
domestic placement, counseling or other services, the Adoptive Parents shall make the following
payments to AT for services to be rendered in

international adoption program:

a. Application Fee: The sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) shall be paid to AT at
the time the Adoptive Parents submit their application for international adoption to AT. These
funds are non-refundable.

b. Agency Fee: An agency fee of Six Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($6,600.00) shall
be paid to AT by the Adoptive Parents in accordance with the following schedule:

i. The sum of Two Thousand Six Hundred Dollars ($2,600.00) shall be paid
when this agreement is signed. These funds are non-refundable.

il. The sum of Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000.00) shall be paid at the time the
completed dossier is submitted to AT. These funds are non-refundable.

C. Program Fee, Post Placement and Country-Specific Fees: The fees payable to AT
for the foreign country program, post placement services and country-specific charges and the
timing of when payments are due vary according to the country and region in which the adoption
will occur, the number of children adopted at the same time and the age of the child to be adopted.
Schedule A, attached hereto and incorporated herein, sets forth the amount and schedule of
payments for the foreign staff, post placement and other country-specific requirements and fees for
the foreign country. The Adoptive Parents shall pay all fees set forth in Schedule A in accordance
with its terms.

2. Adoptive Parents' Preparation. The Adoptive Parents shall undertake such parenting
preparation as shall be required by AT to adequately prepare themselves and their home for the adoption
of a foreign born child. Such preparation shall include, but not to be limited to, timely and successful
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completion of an adoption home study by a child placement agency properly authorized to provide such
services and education about the issues involved in the developmental and social adjustment of foreign
born adopted children to their adoptive families and new homes in the United States. The home study
shall approve the Adoptive Parents for the adoption of a specified number of related or unrelated children
from specified geographic areas within defined ages, medical and developmental conditions.

3. Adoptive Parents' Dossier. The Adoptive Parents shall submit such documentation to AT as
shall be identified by AT and the foreign staff as necessary for the approval of the Adoptive Parents to
adopt a child in the chosen foreign country. The requirements for specific documents may vary from
country to country and may change from time to time. AT shall make reasonable, good faith efforts to
identify the necessary documents and shall provide this information to the Adoptive Parents in a timely
manner upon receipt from the foreign staff. Similarly, the manner of authentication required for such
documents may change from time to time. AT shall make reasonable, good faith efforts to identify the
manner of authentication required and shall provide this information to the Adoptive Parents in a timely
manner.

All documents submitted to AT as part of the
AT agrees to use any and all such documents solely for the purposes set forth in this agreement. Upon
request by the Adoptive Parents, AT will make reasonable good faith efforts to return any and all such
documents to the Adoptive Parents, but AT does not warrant that it will be able to return any or all of the
requested documents. The Adoptive Parents agree to pay all costs associated with the return of their
dossier.

4, Change i n Adopti ve P &noetothescompl€tior of anynadopton ander
this Agreement, the Adoptive Parents agree to notify AT immediately (but in no event later than five (5)
days after the event requiring notification) of any significant change in their circumstances as described in
their home study report, including but not limited to, the following: pregnancy; adoption of another child;

serious illness or death of either Adoptive Pa
home; marital separation; decision by either Adoptive Parent not to adopt any child; arrest, criminal
charge or criminal i nvestigation of an Adoptive

home; or loss of employment by either Adoptive Parent. Upon receipt of any notice received pursuant to
this section, AT, in its discretion, may continue this Agreement, terminate this Agreement or offer to
modify its terms. If an offer to modify this Agreement is extended by AT and rejected by the Adoptive
Parents, AT may terminate this Agreement. Failure of the Adoptive Parents to provide any notice to AT
required under this section shall allow AT to immediately terminate this Agreement. Any termination shall
be completed in accordance with the procedures set forth in Paragraph 21 hereof.

5. Referral of Child. The Adoptive Parents shall inform AT of the age, sex and health
characteristics they desire their adoptive child to possess. AT does not allow parents to choose
characteristics of skin, eye, or hair color of the child. AT and its foreign staff shall make reasonable, good
faith efforts to locate an adoptable child with the characteristics identified by the Adoptive Parents. The
availability of children eligible for adoption varies according to the laws of the country and locality where
the dossier is circulated, aswellasaccor di ng t o t he specificity oédither
AT nor its foreign staff make any representations, promises and/or guarantees that a child having
the requested characteristics will be available for adoption, identified by AT or its foreign staff or
will be adopted by the Adoptive Parents.

Upon receipt of information from its foreign staff of the identification of a child whose characteristics
approximate those requested by the Adoptive Parents, AT shall promptly inform the Adoptive Parents that
a child has been tentatively identified. AT shall provide the Adoptive Parents with all information available
to it about the child, including any and all photographs, videotapes, medical and developmental records
within the possession of AT.
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In some countries and localities, it is not possible to secure information about specific children prior to the
Adoptive Parents traveling to the foreign country. In such cases, AT will provide the Adoptive Parents as
much general information about the children who may be available for adoption as it has obtained prior to
the Adoptive Parents traveling to the foreign country. In these cases, information about specific children
identified for adoption will be provided to the Adoptive Parents by officials of the foreign country. Neither
AT nor its foreign staff make any representations, promises, and/or guarantees that information
provided by foreign officials about specific children is complete or accurate.

6. Medical and Developmental Condition of Child. AT shall provide the Adoptive Parents with
all information available to it about the medical and developmental condition of the child. Neither AT nor
its foreign staff make any representations, promises and/or guarantees that the medical and/or
developmental information is accurate or that the information provides a complete description of
the physical and/or developmental characteristics of the child. The Adoptive Parents acknowledge
that all children identified #&wrnationa Prbgeain lare cafea for ina
orphanages, foster care and/or hospitals. These facilities are operated below the standards of care
typically provided in Western countries. The shortage of properly trained medical personnel, educational
resources, medical care and equipment to properly care for the children who reside in orphanages, foster
care and hospitals result in the children being at higher risk of illness and disability. Congregate care in
orphanages and care in foster homes are below standards of care in the United States. Many children
available for adoption through AT6s internationa
including sexual abuse. Al l children who are av
program are expected to exhibit some degree of developmental delay. Such illness and/or impairment
may or may not be identifiable or observable at the time the child is identified for adoption or is
subsequently adopted by the Adoptive Parents. In the event that an illness or other physical or
developmental impairment is identified in the child after the adoption becomes final, the Adoptive
Parents are solely responsible for the care and treatment of the child and hereby acknowledge
that the adoption cannot be set aside. The Adoptive Parents acknowledge that all medical and
developmental problems cannot be identified prior to the adoption and specifically assume the
risk of any medical and/or developmental problems that are diagnosed after the adoption of the
child is completed.

7. Information _about Identified Child. AT will make reasonable good faith efforts to obtain
comprehensive and accurate medical and developmental information about an identified child. AT will
share with the Adoptive Parents all information it receives about an identified child. Nonetheless, despite
the reasonable and good faith efforts of AT, it is likely that there will be additional historical, medical
and/or developmental information about an identified child that will not be obtained by AT. In some
cases, this information will be shared with the Adoptive Parents by foreign authorities at the time the
family travels to adopt the child. The Adoptive Parents acknowledge that they may receive
additional information about the developmental and/or medical condition or history of an
identified child during the process of the adopt
the risk that they may not have complete or accurate medical and/or developmental information
about an identified child prior to traveling to complete the adoption.

If specific medical or developmental information requested by the Adoptive Parents is not routinely
available, AT will make reasonable, good faith efforts to obtain such information. If there are additional
costs associated with obtaining such medical or developmental information, the Adoptive Parents agree
to pay these costs.

8. Acceptance of Referred Child. Within a reasonable time of receipt of information about an
identified child from AT, the Adoptive Parents shall inform AT whether or not they desire to proceed with
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the adoption of the child. Acceptance of a child for adoption is within the discretion of the Adoptive
Parents; however, the policy and practice related to the rejection of a referred child and the referral of
another child varies according to the laws and practices of the country from which the Adoptive Parents
are adopting. Schedule A, attached hereto and incorporated herein, sets forth the country-specific
requirements and procedures regarding the rejection of a referral and the referral of another child for
adoption.

In the event that the Adoptive Parents desire to adopt the child, AT shall promptly notify its foreign staff
who shall inform the child's guardian that an adoptive home for the child has been located. AT and its
foreign staff shall make reasonable, good faith efforts to ensure that the child remains available for
adoption by the Adoptive Parents; however, neither AT nor its foreign contacts make any
representations, promises and/or guarantees that an identified child will remain available for
adoption by the Adoptive Parents. The availability of any child for adoption depends upon many
factors that are beyond the control of AT and its foreign staff. These factors include, but are not limited to,
the availability and interest of birth relatives and other native individuals who may desire to adopt the
child, the laws of the foreign country and the locality where the child is living and the continued health of
the child.

Except when AT exercising its option to terminate this agreement in accordance with the circumstances
set forth in Schedule A relating to rejection of referral and referral of another child, in the event that the
Adoptive Parents do not desire to adopt a child who is presented to them as a potential candidate for
adoption, AT shall notify its foreign staff that the Adoptive Parents do not desire to adopt the child and
shall request that the effort to locate another child for the Adoptive Parents be re-instituted.

9. Health Insurance for Child. Prior to traveling to the foreign country to complete the adoption
of a child, the Adoptive Parents shall provide AT with appropriate evidence that health insurance will be
provided to the child immediately upon the completion of the adoption in the foreign country.

10.  Travel requirements. In most cases, at least one Adoptive Parent must travel to the foreign
country to complete the adoption. The laws of some countries may require that both Adoptive Parents
travel to the foreign country to complete the adoption. The laws of some countries and the circumstances
of some adoptions may require that the Adoptive Parents make more than one trip to complete the
adoption of the child. AT shall promptly notify the Adoptive Parents when its foreign staff are prepared to
receive the family. The Adoptive Parents shall make arrangements for travel to the foreign country to
complete the adoption. AT shall be available to assist in making travel arrangements; however, all
expenses associated with such travel shall be the sole responsibility of the Adoptive Parents.

11. Lodging, Meals, Translation Services and Health Care in Foreign Country. AT and its
foreign staff shall assist in arranging for translation, lodging and board for the Adoptive Parents while
staying within the foreign country. Lodging and meals may be provided in the private homes of
individuals living within the foreign country or in hotels. The cost of lodging, meals, translation,
transportation and tourism shall be the sole responsibility of the Adoptive Parents.

Living and social arrangements in the foreign country are often less comfortable than those to which
citizens of the United States are generally accustomed. The Adoptive Parents acknowledge that social
customs and living standards of international cultures are quite different from American standards and
further acknowledge that they should remain flexible and understanding about the cultural differences that
they may experience.
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AT and its foreign staff will make translation services available to the Adoptive Parents as needed
throughout the adoption and immigration process in the foreign country. In most countries, arrangements
will be made to have the Adoptive Parents greeted by a foreign contact upon arrival in the foreign country.
In other countries, AT will assist the Adoptive Parents in arranging transportation and local
accommodations. AT and its foreign staff will assist the Adoptive Parents through the adoption and exit
visa process.

In the event that the Adoptive Parents require medical care during their travel to the foreign country, AT
and its foreign staff will provide assistance in securing such care. The Adoptive Parents agree to pay all
costs associated with the provision of such care.

12. Adoption of Child.

a. In Presence of Adoptive Parents. In most cases, the Adoptive Parents must travel to the
foreign country to see the Child prior to the adoption being completed. Upon arrival in the foreign country,
the Adoptive Parents will travel to the jurisdiction where the child they seek to adopt is then residing. After
meeting and observing the child, the Adoptive Parents shall advise the foreign staff whether or not they
desire to proceed with the adoption. Acceptance of any child for adoption is within the sole and complete
discretion of the Adoptive Parents; however, the Adoptive Parents shall not arbitrarily withhold their
acceptance of a child who meets the criteria they previously set forth in their request for a child. In the
event that the Adoptive Parents choose not to proceed with the adoption, AT will make reasonable good
faith efforts to enable the Adoptive Parents to work with the foreign staff to identify another child who may
be available for adoption and to adopt the substitute child. The Adoptive Parents specifically
acknowledge that AT and its foreign staff may not be able to identify another child available for adoption
that has the characteristics sought by the Adoptive Parents. When the Adoptive Parents desire to
proceed with the adoption of a child, the foreign staff shall assist the Adoptive Parents in obtaining proper
approval for adoption.

b. In Absence of Adoptive Parents. In some countries and situations, the adoption process
may be finalized prior to the Adoptive Parents traveling to meet the child. Such adoptions can only take
place with the specific permission of the Adoptive Parents. In such instances, the Adoptive Parents agree
to execute all documents required by the foreign officials to complete the adoption without their presence.

13. Permission for Child to Travel to United States. Upon completion of the adoption of the
child, the Adoptive Parents and the child shall travel to the appropriate United States consulate to obtain
permission for the child to emigrate to the United States. The Adoptive Parents agree to have the child
examined at a medical clinic approved by the United States Department of State and to do all things
necessary to obtain approval for the child's immigration.

14. Leqal Effect of Foreign Adoption. Upon the completion of legal proceedings necessary
for the adoption of the child in the foreign country, the Adoptive Parents shall assume all legal
obligations and responsibilities toward the child as if the child had been born to them. The legal
proceedings shall be deemed to have been completed when the foreign legal and/or governmental
procedures to approve the adoption are complete and shall not include any appeal period that
may follow. The Adoptive Parents hereby acknowledge that any appeal period following the
completion of an adoption shall not entitle them to overturn the adoption, but instead understand

t hat any appellate rights that may exi st ar eative o

country. The Adoptive Parents agree to accept and fully carry out their legal obligations toward
the child including, but not limited to, providing appropriate housing, food, clothing, and medical
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care to the child. Under no circumstances may the adoption of the child be set aside in the
foreign country by the Adoptive Parents. The Adoptive Parents agree to complete all steps
necessary to accomplish the immigration of the adopted child to the United States.

15. Trips to and Length of Stay in Foreign Country. The exact length of time that the Adoptive
Parents will be required to stay in the foreign country and/or the number of trips that must be made to
complete the adoption are determined by factors that are not within the control of Adoptions Together.
Therefore, it is not possible to predict with specificity the length of time that will be required for the
Adoptive Parents to obtain permission for the child to enter the United States or whether more than one
trip will be required. Neither AT nor its foreign staff make any representations, promises and/or
guarantees about the length of stay and the number of trips that will be required.

16. Post Placement Requirements. Upon returning to the United States, the Adoptive Parents
agree to comply with all post placement requirements of AT and the foreign country as set forth in
Schedule A.

17. Documentation and Re-finalization of Adoption. Upon return to the United States, the
Adoptive Parents shall petition a court of proper jurisdiction to re-finalize the adoption of the child.
Properly authenticated copies of all foreign adoption decrees and re-finalization decrees shall be provided
to AT by the Adoptive Parents in a timely manner. All costs associated with the adoption re-finalization in
the United States shall be the sole responsibility of the Adoptive Parents.

18. Exclusivity of Foreign staff. The Adoptive Parents acknowledge that during the course of
adopting pursuant to this contract, they may be introduced to individuals under exclusive contract with AT
or its foreign staff. The Adoptive Parents acknowledge that AT has invested significant funds in educating
and preparing these individuals to assist in th
that they will not attempt to use the aforesaid individuals to assist or facilitate in the adoption of any other
child without express, written permission of AT.

19. Assumption of Risk. In addition to the risks specifically set forth in the other portions of this
Agreement, other significant issues may arise or events may occur during the adoption process that may
effectively prevent the Adoptive Parents from completing an adoption pursuant to this Agreement. These
issues and events include, but are not limited to, the following:

a. Political and Social Climate of the Foreign Country. The Adoptive Parents specifically
acknowledge that the political and social climate of the foreign country is volatile and may change
at any time in ways that negatively impact the adoption of children by citizens of the United States.
Neither AT nor its foreign staff make any representations, promises and/or guarantees that the
governments of foreign countries will continue to permit the adoption of children by United States
citizens.

b. Changes to Laws of Foreign Country. The Adoptive Parents specifically acknowledge
that the adoption laws of the foreign country in which they are planning to adopt may change at
any time in ways that may negatively impact their adoption of a child from the foreign country.
Neither AT nor its foreign staff make any representations, promises and/or guarantees that the
laws of any foreign country will continue to permit the adoption of any child by the Adoptive
Parents.

c. Approval of Adoptive Parents by Governmental Officials of a Foreign Country. The
Adoptive Parents specifically acknowledge that their successful adoption of any child in a foreign
country is ultimately dependent upon their approval by governmental and judicial officials of the
foreign country. Although AT makes diligent efforts to present information about all adoptive
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parents in the most favorable manner, the approval of the Adoptive Parents lies solely within the
discretion of the governmental and judicial officials of the foreign country. Neither AT nor its foreign
staff make any representations, promises and/or guarantees that the Adoptive Parents will be
approved to adopt any child within the foreign country.

20. Refund or Transfer of Fees. The application and agency fee paid to AT (as set forth in
Paragraph 1 of this Agreement) are not refundable, even if the adoption is not successful. If an adoption
cannot be completed because the laws or policies of a country change, the application and agency fee
paid to AT may be applied to the adoption of a child from another country from which AT provides
adoption services, if desired by the Adoptive Parents.

Home study, home study update, home study review and post placement supervision fees are not
refundable if paid to AT and such services are provided. If paid to any other child placement agency,
refund policies may differ according to the policies and procedures of the applicable agency.

Procedures and policies for refunds of program fees and all other fees and/or deposits paid to AT
pursuant to this contract are set forth in Schedule A.

Any refunds due from AT pursuant to the agreement shall be paid within 60 days.

21. Complaint Policy and Procedure. The Adoptive Parents hereby acknowledge that they have
receivedacopy of ATo6s Complaint Policy and Procedure

22. Termination. AT may terminate this Agreement due to any serious change in the
circumstances of the Adoptive Parents as described in Paragraph 4 hereof. In such event, AT will
provide written notice to the Adoptive Parents of the cause for termination and the right of the Adoptive
Parents to request reconsideration by the Executive Director (or her designee) of the decision to
terminate this agreement. The re-consideration must be requested within thirty (30) days of the Adoptive
Parentso receipt of written notice of terminat.
be immediately effective. In the event of a termination under this paragraph, refund of any fees paid to
AT by the Adoptive Parents shall be determined on a case-by-case basis and within the sole discretion of
the Executive Director (or her designee).

23. Hold Harmless. The Adoptive Parents agree to hold AT and its foreign staff harmless from
any and all claims, demands, or liability arising out of or relating to political, governmental, administrative,
medical, emotional, developmental, and/or other causes beyond the control or knowledge of AT and/or its
foreign staff.

24.  Limitation of Liability. The Adoptive Parents agree that the liability of AT and its foreign staff
shall not exceed the total of payments received by AT and its foreign contacts from the Adoptive Parents.

25. Governing Law. This Agreement is made in the State of Maryland and shall be governed by
the laws of the State of Maryland, exclusive of its conflict of law rules.

26.  Jurisdiction and Venue. All suits, proceedings and other actions relating to, arising out of or
in connection with this Agreement shall be submitted to the personal jurisdiction of the courts of the State
of Maryland and the exclusive venue for all such suits, proceedings and other actions shall be in
Baltimore County, Maryland where AT maintains an office. The Adoptive Parents hereby waive any claim
against or objection to personal jurisdiction and venue in the courts of Baltimore County, Maryland.

27.  Modification. All modifications to this agreement must be in writing and no oral agreements
or conduct of the parties shall in any way be deemed a modification hereof unless and until memorialized
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in writing. Conduct inconsistent with an obligation specified in this agreement shall be deemed a breach
hereof, regardless of the acquiescence or non-acquiescence of the other party.

28. Notice. Any and all notices which are required under this Agreement shall be in writing and
shall be deemed to have been duly given when (i) delivered in person, (i) mailed by first class, certified or
registered U.S. mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, (iii) electronically mailed with confirmation
of transmission, or (iv) sent by telecopy with confirmation of transmission to the following addresses:

If to AT, to: Dawn Musgrave, Associate Director
Adoptions Together
5750 Executive Drive, Suite 107
Catonsville, MD 21228
Fax: 410-869-8419
Email: dmusgrave@adoptionstogether.org

If to Adoptive Parents, to:

Fax:
Email:

The parties to this Agreement shall have the right to change their respective address set forth in this
Section by giving notice of such change in accordance with this Section.

29. Assignment. This Agreement cannot be assigned by either party without prior written
consent of the other party.

30. Severability. No part of this Agreement will be affected if any other part of it is held invalid
or unenforceable.

31. Time. With regard to all dates and time periods set forth or referred to in this Agreement,
time is of the essence.

32. Incorporation by Reference. Schedule A in its entirety is hereby incorporated by reference
into this Agreement.

33. Inconsistency. In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the provisions of this
Agreement and the provisions of Schedule A, the provisions of Schedule A will prevail and govern the
interpretation thereof.

34. Entire Understanding. This Agreement and Schedule A constitute the full, entire and
integrated agreement between the parties hereto with respect to the subject matter hereof, and
supersedes all prior negotiations, correspondence, understandings and agreements among the parties
hereto respecting the subject matter of this Agreement.

AGREED to by each of the undersigned parties on the date written above.

WITNESS ADOPTIVE PARENT
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WITNESS ADOPTIVE PARENT

WITNESS On Behalf of ADOPTIONS TOGETHER, INC.

Printed Name: Irene S. Jordan, LCSW-C
Title: International Director

SAMPLE INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM AGREEMENT
012908
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Schedule AT Russia
SAMPLE

This Schedule is attached to and incorporated into the International Program Agreement dated
, between and (herein the Adoptive
Parents), and Adoptions Together, Inc. (herein AT).

1. Changes in Fees or Requirements. All fees and requirements contained in this Schedule
are established by sources outside the control of AT. The fees described in this Addendum are paid to
AT by the Adoptive Parents and then transmitted by AT to various entities, subcontractors and
governmental agencies to facilitate the adoption by the Adoptive Parents.

The fees described herein represent the amount charged for each item as of the date written above.
These fees and requirements are subject to change at any time. In the event that fees are increased,
AT will provide the Adoptive Parent written notice of the increase.

In the event that the fees and/or requirements described herein change prior to the completion of the
services to be rendered pursuant to the Contract and this Schedule, the Adoptive Parents agree to abide
by the requirements and to pay the amount of the fees in effect at the time the service required is
rendered.

2. Rejection of Referral and Referral of Another Child. Acceptance of a child for adoption is
within the discretion of the Adoptive Parents and under no circumstances shall the Adoptive Parents be
required to accept the referral of a child whom they do not wish to adopt. If, however, in the opinion of
AT, the Adoptive Parents exhibit a pattern of rejecting referred children whose characteristics reasonably
match those desired by the Adoptive Parents, AT may terminate this agreement and cease providing
services to the Adoptive Parents. In such event, AT will notify the Adoptive Parents in advance of the
intended termination and will offer the Adoptive Parents the opportunity to meet with the International
Program Director and the Executive Director to attempt to resolve any issues related to the referral and
acceptance of a child.

3. Amount of Program fee. In addition to the fees set forth in the accompanying International
Program Agreement, the Adoptive Parents agree to pay a Program fee to AT for the services of its foreign
staff in the sum of Fifteen Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($15,500) for the placement of 1-child, or
Twenty Three Thousand Dollars ($23,000) for the placement of 2-biological siblings adopted at the same
time.

4, Choice of Region. The determination of which regic
sent shall be made by mutual agreement of the Ad
recommendation as to which region wi | | most | kely meet the Adopt

[
and the Adoptive Parentsd travel preferences. I
Adoptive Parentsd6 dossier to the region preferre

5. Region Transfer Fee. |l f, after the Adoptive Parents
identified region, it becomes necessary to transfer the dossier to a different region, the Adoptive Parents
may be required to pay a fee of up to One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) for foreign staff services
required to transfer the dossier to the new region. In such event, AT will invoice the Adoptive Parents for
the region transfer fee and payment shall be due upon receipt.
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6. Payment of Program fee. AT will invoice the Adoptive Parents for the Program fee upon the
Adoptive Parentsd acceptance of a referral. The
Program fee to AT prior to their first trip to the foreign country. Payment shall be made by cash, money
order or certified check only.

7. Refund of the Program fee. In the event that the circumstances of a child who has been
accepted for adoption change and the child is no longer available for adoption prior to the Adoptive
Parentsd travel tryttioe Ptodgran fde shalebe rgfanded to tha Adoptive Parents, or, at
the option of the Adoptive Parents, shall be applied to the adoption of another child from Russia.

If an identified and accepted child remains available for adoption but after traveling to meet the child, the
Adoptive Parents decide not to adopt the child, the Program fee, less any expenses already incurred by
the foreign staff, shall be refunded to the Adoptive Parents. In such event, AT will provide to the Adoptive
Parents a statement that details all expenses deducted from the Program fee.

If after traveling to meet the child, the adoption of the child is not completed because of changes in the
laws or policies of Russia that effectively prohibit the Adoptive Parents from adopting another child from
Russia, the Program fee, less any expenses already incurred by the foreign staff, shall be refunded to the
Adoptive Parents. In such event, AT will provide to the Adoptive Parents a statement that details all
expenses deducted from the Program fee.

8. Translation Fee. The Adoptive Parents shall pay the sum of Two Thousand Dollars
($2,000.00) to AT for translation of the dossier and certification of the translation. This fee shall be paid
prior to the transmission of the Adoptive Par e nt s6 dossier to a region.
dossier is not translated.

0. Post Placement Supervision and Fees. Russia and AT require post placement visits with
the child, the Adoptive Parents and a social worker affiliated with the agency that completed the Adoptive
Parentsd home study. These visits shall be sche
childdés entry to the United States in accordance
residence:

Maryland: Two month, Six months, Twelve months, Twenty-Four months, and Thirty-Six months
post placement. A total of five (5) visits must be completed and a written report of each visit shall be
provided to AT for transmission to Russia.

Virginia: Two months, Four months, Six months, Twelve months, Twenty-Four months and Thirty-Six
months. A total of six (6) visits must be completed and a written report of each visit shall be
provided to AT for transmission to Russia.

The Adoptive Parents shall pay for all post placement reports and visits prior to traveling to Russia to
complete the adoption of the child. Proof of pre-payment must be submitted to AT prior to travel.

I f AT has completed the Adoptive Parent s oshome s
placement visits and reports completed by AT or an agency designated by AT. The fee for each visit and
report is Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350.00) if completed by AT. If the post placement services are to

be completed by an agency designated by AT, the Adoptive Parents agree to provide AT in advance of
placement a receipt from the other agency showing payment in full of the post placement fees.

10. Consular Registration of Adoption. The Russian government requires that each adoption of
a Russian child by United States citizens be registered with the Russian consulate in the United States
when the Adoptive Parents return to the United States with the child. If the Adoptive Parents fail to
register their chil dbs aatepAT tnaydose itsweicdretitatiorhwath tiielRassiana n
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government. To ensure that the adoption is properly registered with the Russian consulate, the Adoptive
Parents agree to pay a deposit of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) to AT prior to traveling to Russia to
complete the adoption of the child. As soon as practicable upon their return to the United States after
completing the adoption of their child, the Adop
Russian Consulate in the United States in accordance with the instructions provided to them by AT. The
Adoptive Parents agree to provide proof to AT th
Russian Consulate within 60 days of their return to the United States following the adoption of their child.
AT agrees to hold the funds tendered by the Adoptive Parents in accordance with this section on deposit
on their behalf. Within two weeks of receipt of
Russian Consulate, Adoptions Together will release to the Adoptive Parents the funds previously

deposited by the Adoptive Parents pursuant to this section.

AGREED to by each of the undersigned parties on the date written above.

WITNESS ADOPTIVE PARENT
WITNESS ADOPTIVE PARENT
WITNESS On Behalf of ADOPTIONS TOGETHER, INC.

By: Irene S. Jordan, LCSW-C
Title: International Program Director

SAMPLE Russian Addendum 010108
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é;,‘;,,\\ 2010 INFORMATION MEETINGS

Adoptions Together

Please RSVP...seating may be limited.

|Domestic Infant and AdoetionWorkS I

7:00-9:00 PM
January 19, 2010 February 16, 2010
March 16, 2010 April 20, 2010
May 18, 2010 June 15, 2010
July 20, 2010 August 17, 2010

September 21, 2010

November 23, 2010

|Internationa| I

7:00-9:00 PM

Baltimore

January 13, 2010

September 8, 2010

October 26, 2010
December 21, 2010

Silver Spring
April 14, 2010
December 15, 2010

|Domestic Infant, AdoptionWorks, and International Programsl

January 7, 2010
February 4, 210
March 4, 2010
April 1, 2010
May 6, 2010
June 3, 2010

7:00-9:00 PM

Virginia

(Held at the Reston Community Center)

July 8, 2010
August 5, 2010
September 9, 2010
October 7, 2010
November 4, 2010
December 2, 2010
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DIRECTIONS TO OUR BALTIMORE OFFICE
5750 Executive Drive, Suite 107
410-869-0620

Take 695 (Baltimore Beltway ) to Route 40 East @ Exit #15-A

Stay in exit lane and turn RIGHT at second light onto Ingleside Ave.
Drive 2 blocks to sign: BELTWAY WEST CORPORATE CENTER

Turn RIGHT into Executive Drive

Bear Left down hill and park. Our door faces t he parking lot: Suite 107
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DIRECTIONS TO OUR SILVER SPRING OFFICE
10230 New Hampshire Avenue, Suite 200
301-439-2900

Take 495 (Washington Beltway ) and

Exit @ White Oak onto New Hampshire Avenue North

At the 2nd light, turn LEFT onto Powder Mill Road

Take first RIGHT into the large parking lot of our building

Park in front of building and enter through double glass doors

If doors are locked, dial pound sign and 200 (#200) on keypad found to the right of the doors
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IF TRAVELING SOUTH ON NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE:

Stay in the right lane traveling south on New Hampshire Ave

Just before freeway signs, you will see: RE/MAX Realtor Sign at the corner entrance of parking
lot for 10230 New Hampshi re Avenue

Turn RIGHT into parking lot at RE/MAX sign

Park in front of building and enter through double glass doors

If doors are locked, dial pound sign and 200 (#200) on keypad found to the right of the doors
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DIRECTIONS TO RCC Hunters Woods
Reston Community Center Hunters Woods
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston, VA 20191

Please use only the directions on this page;
directions from Mapquest/Google Maps may be
inaccurate

From Route 495 via Dulles Toll Road (Route 267) :

Take Exit 12 to South Reston Parkway

Go south on Reston Parkway

Left on South Lakes Drive

Right on to Colts Neck Road

Go 1/8 mile to the Hunters Wood Village Center entrance on left
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From Route 495 via Leesburg Pike (Route 7) going West:

Left on Baron Cameron Ave (Route 606)

Left on Reston Parkway

Left on South Lakes Drive

Right on Colts Neck Road

Go 1/8 mile. The entrance to the Hunters Woods Village Center on left

From Centreville via Route 28

Go North on Route 28

Take Dulles Toll Rd East

Take Exit 12 onto Reston Parkway.

Right on Reston Parkway

Left on South Lakes Drive

Right on Colts Neck Rd

Go 1/8 mile and turn left into Hunters Woods Village Center

From Centreville via Ro ute 50

Go North on Route 28

Exit Route 50 East

Left on Centreville Road

Right on Franklin Farm Road

Left on Fairfax County Parkway

Right onto Sunrise Valley Drive

Right on Colts Neck Road

Go approximately ¥ mile to the Hunters Woods Village Center on theft

Contact Us

We are eager to assist you and answer all your questions about
the information in this packet.

Please contact:

Charissa Chiu
410-402-1110
cchiu@adoptionstogether.org
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